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One layman's opinion

Tribute to a compassionate carpetbagger
Winthrop Rockefeller once
shared with Dr. W. 0 . Vaught what
he called the happiest memory of
his youth. He told of his childhood
days in New York when his father
on Sunday afternoon would invite
the distinguished Baptist pastor,
Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick, . into
their home and make Winthrop
and all his brothers sit down in a
circle and listen to a Christian lesso n
Dr. Grant
taught by Dr. Fosdick - sometim es
for as long as an hour or more.
I strongly suspect Winthrop Rockefeller was a
typical child and this was not actually a happy experience, but rather a happy adult memory of what was
at the time a painful childhood experience. But I am
also convinced that he learned some wonderful lessons at the feet of that great teacher. He must have,
because we can see it in the life of service he lived
in his adopted State of Arkansas.
Arkansans should increasingly feel this way about
some valuable - though often painful - lessons we
learned from Winthrop Rockefeller. He tame to us
almost twenty years ago as a most unlikely candidate
for the role of effective Christian teacher of Arkansans.
He was very rich and very Republican in a state that
was very poor and very Democratic. He ate and drank
things most Arkansans were not familiar with, and he
was not traditionally religious in our more familiar
Southern Baptist pattern. He was by no means perfect.
Yet he lived and shared some deeply religious lessons
for Arkansans about such things as racial justice, compassion for prisoners, the value of education and especially of education with Christian values, and the
preeminence of public service above self service.
Although we had long sung in our churches, "Red
and yellow, black and white, all are precious in God's
sight," it was Winthrop Rockefeller who had the courage to add by his own example, "and all must be precious in our sight." No other governor did so much
to bring black citizens into the mainstream of Arkansas political life.
None of us liked the cruelty and neglect so often
exposed in our prisons, but we seemed to feel that
it was inevitable. It was Winthrop Rockefe ller whose
compassion became practical and caused prison reform to begin moving in Arkansas.
None of us liked for Arkansas to be at the bottom
of the ladder in education, but we delighted in blaming it on the improper allocation of economic resources among the fifty states. Winthrop Rockefeller
led us to see that there was much more we could do
with our present resources .
Ouachita Baptist University will remember Win throp Rockefeller in special ways in the bricks and
mortar of our gymnasium that bears his name, in the
deserving students supported by the Arkansas Opportunity Fund, and in our Riley Library improved through
his ingenious lesson in cooperation with other colPage2

leges. And Ouachita especially appreciates his generous vote of confidence in the Christian college when
the faint of heart were predicting that private higher
education was going down the drain. But they will
join all Arkansans in remembering him for his remarkable commitment to a life of service to the people of
his adopted state.
May God give Arkansas - and America - more
compassionate carpetbaggers like Winthrop Rockefeller. - Daniel R. Grant, President, Ouachita Baptist
University
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The editor's page _ _ _ _~------------;----

Witnessing is exciting
One of the most exc1t1ng opportunities we have had in some
time was the privilege of leading in
a Lay Evangelism School. Those who
have already participated in one
will know that it is not a study
course or another denominational
program, but a method of developing witnesses.
The priorities of this endeavor
are (1) to build spiritual foundations
Editor Sneed
for evangelism, (2) to develop a
strategy for lay leaders for lay evangelism, and (3) to
provide materials for evangelism that are simp l e,
adaptable, and biblical.
In our school we followed the recommended
schedule which provides for a 15-minute opening, a
35-minute Bible study, a 35-minute creative activity,
are a 35-minute witnessing-learning activity. the
whole thrust is to equip those who attend so that they
can move out of the four walls of the church to have
successful witnessing-visits.
There are many things which point to the success
of this training method. One unusual aspect is the fact
that everyone is on equal footing - there is no distinction made between pastor and laymen, each seeks
to become an effective witness.
There are two important tools which each witness
possesses. The first is his personal testimony. Although
each person's conversion experience is unique, no
one can argue with the validity of it. Dr. Kenneth Chaffin observed in Speaking in His Name, that a testimony
is undeniable, it communicates, and it relates to today .
Second, the booklet, How to Have a Full and
Meaningful Life, is an invaluable instrument. It consists, basically, of well organized scriptures. It is
planned so as to move to a logical decision. There are
many advantages to such a booklet. For instance, it
requires only that the witness be able to read. The
fact that the person to whom you are making the presentation can see an end is helpful.
Fina ll y, the organization of the booklet helps to
keep down arguments and efforts to sidetrack a person.
We fee l that the school at Wynne was quite successfu l for several reasons:
• Good preparation had been made. Pastor
Bitt le had fo ll owed the steps in preparing for the
schoo l, provid ing an excell ent foundation.
• Plenty of prospects were available for the witnessing-visits. Pastors Boone and Bittle had recently
made an excellent religious census.
• The trainees which went out had successful
visits. Eleven groups went out, making 16 visits, producing four immediate conversions. It should be remembered that a successful visit is where a Christian
makes a friend or cultivates a friend for jesus and
leaves their witlness for Christ. The results are in the
hands of God.
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• Finally, oth ers rec eive leadership training who
will be able to direct Lay Evangelism Schools. There
were nine people who qualified.
We believe that Lay Evangelism Schools hold the
greatest potential of anything developed by our leadership in years. If your church hasn't done so already,
we would urge you to prayerfully consider this exciting outreach opportunity.

Our home mission offering
The week of prayer for home missions is now
past. There are many who, undoubtedly, had intended
to give, but, who, as yet have not. When we look at
the work of our Home Mission Board it would be impossible to over-emphasize the importance of this
offering, for it serves as the lifeblood to carry missions
across our nation .
The list of activities carri ed on by our home missionaries is self-explanatory and exciting: evangelistic
projects, language missions, church extension, Christian social missions, associational services, work with
National Baptists, inter-faith witness, chaplai.ncy ministries, student summ er missions, US-2 missionaries,
scholarships, and many other special projects.
At first thought, $6,600,000 seems to be a very
large goal, but as one remembers that inflation has
made it impossible to increase the approximately 2,200
missionary force for the last three years- the importance of this offering becomes evident .
Last year Southern Baptists gave $6,059,603.10 to
the Home Mission Board, which represented a 13
percent increase over the previous years .
Our present goal is only slightly less than a 10
percent increase over last year.
To attempt to maintain the status quo is disastrous.
Any church or convention which tries to do business
as usual will sustain a loss. The goal represents less
than a $600,000 increase, of this inflation will take up
at least $200,000. The additional money can and will
place more missionaries on the field as well as develop
many needed projects.
·
We cannot afford a decline in our mission outreach . There are more opportunities for Christian
witness today than ever before. If we meet or surpass
this goal many others will learn of God's redeeming
love.
As we consider our offering we should think of
the countless communities without churches, people
who have never heard of God's love, and children
who live in poverty - children who need to feel the
touch of a loving hand.
If you haven't given, your money is needed. If
you have given an offering - is it enough? Each of
us should seek God's direction in determining how
much we should invest in home missions. jesus said
"In as much as ye did it unto one of the least of these
my brethren, ye did it unto me." (Matt. 25:40.)
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I must say ill

Jesus and abortion
Abortion poses more questions
than answers. Does life begin at
the point of conception or at the
time of normal birth? When does
kil ling become murder? Who decides when abortions are to be
done? What is meant by a woman
having control of her body? Is abortion of the unborn but a prelude
to mercy killing for the aged?
Many fine theologians and
Dr. Ashcraft
. physicians agree that pregnancies
due to rape, incest and the factors which may endanger the health of the mother or of the child should
be terminated. The present dilemma seems to be the
termination of pregnancies due to· promiscuity, irresponsibility and adultery. What about this thing of the
control of the body as posed in the abortion question?
The Christian faith makes no arrangements or permission for promiscuity, adultery or sexual irresponsibility. The Holy Scriptures make no provisions for the
killing of undesired infants regardless of their age.
The Holy Bible is strong in its denunciation of abnormal sexuality (Rom. 1 :26.)
At some point in this quest for meaningful sexuality the matter of control must be confronted. Since

the two major sins of murder and adultery are involved
in many abortions control is of no small significance.
Jesus bothered to list the two sins of murder and adultery together. He gave a special ruling on them.
Lust is the equivalent of adultery and hatred is
equivalent to murder. If murder is to be prevented,
control must begin at a point earlier than the funeral.
If undesired pregnancies are to be prevented, control
must begin at a point earl ier than conception.
The constitution allows both men and women the
right to control their bodies. The problem of abortion would be considerably less if controls were exerted previous to the trip to the hospital.
The Christian home has been suggested as the
most complete solution to the problems and privileges
of sexuality. The bringing of children into the world
through this context meets with divine favor. For a
life to be terminated after conception in this concept
is murder.
Christian men and women who are really interested in control of their bodies will find no problem
in this context. Surely Matthew 7:6 was addressed
to those who exercise great excesses and who take
extreme liberties in the moral field.
"Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither
cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they trample
them under their feet, and turn again and rend you."
Jesus said it.
I must say it! - Charles H. Ashcraft, Executive
Secretary.

Letters to the editor _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Shares church's success
God truly was good to us during our
recent Lay Evangelism School. I would
like to share with you the results thus far.
First of all, the statistical results. We
enrolled 40 in the school, with an
average attendance of 31. On Thursday
evening, we had 26 in attendance. Since
then we have had from 18 to 20 out
visiting and witnessing each Tuesday
evening.
The spiritual results have just begun.
The enthusiasm and growth that I have
seen this past week in unbelievable.
People were out witnessing on Thursday
evening that I never dreamed would be
there. They were bubbling over on
return from their visits. Only one team
did not find anyone at home. The other
seven witn'essed to lost people. None
received a decision, but I believe some
· of these will be saved soon. Even Sunday
morning I called for testimonies from
these and the response was wonderful.
Since our Lay Evangelism School, we
have seen five saved, ten by letter, and
one couple surrendered to the ministry,
also a host of rededications. Christians
have come to me wanting jobs to do and
people to visit. The results have only
begun.
Dr. Tommy Bridge~ did an excellent
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job as the teacher. I recommend him
highly to lead any church in this school.
Pray for us here at Park Hill-Tommy
G. Cupples, Pastor, Park Hill Church;
Arkadelphia

House that the answer to long felt
prejudices with many people is unity
together in Christ. -Tommy Price,
pastor, Higginson Church, Higginson,
Ark.

Plain as 'black and white'
For those who haven't found, as did .
the Apostle Peter, that God is no
respecter of persons, it is very probab le
that you did not attend the Sunday
A · revival for the deaf will be held at
evening worship services at Higginson
First Church, Little Rock, March 21-25.
Church, Feb. 11,1973.
The evangelist will be Clifford Bruffey,
As Southern and National Baptists
who is deaf.
know, this day was set aside as National
Race Relations Sunday. With the
Bruffey is a missionary of the SBC
cooperation of Robert Ferguson of the Home Mission Board to the deaf in
state Missions office we arranged a Washington, D.C., where he has served
specia l service with Pastor 0. C. jones, since 1967. He also has served as minister
of Mount Pleasant Cl'lurch , North Little
to the deaf in Virginia, Maryland, North
Rock. Pastor Jones brought some of his Carolina, and South Carolina.
men, women, and chi ldren, each w ith
their own expectations for the evening.
Plans for the revival include a
While the men sang and Pastor Jones fe ll owship supper on Wednesday,
brought the message for the evening the March 21, at 5:30 p.m., with · evening
Holy Spirit was the most evident and services at 6:30. On Thursday and Friday
welcomed guest of the day. God richly
nights services will be at 7 p.m. Plans for
blessed each heart that was present with
Friday also include a pot luck supper. A
a message delivered with the power of banquet wi ll be held at noon Saturday
the holy Spirit.
and services wi ll begin at 1:30. Sunday
It is as plain as the "black and white" services are planned for 10 a.m.
people that met together in God's Fellowships will fo llow each service.

Revival for the deaf
set at Little Rock
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___________:__ _ __ __ _ ____,__ _ _ Arkansas all over .
Erwin McDonald gets
human relations award
Form er Edito r Erwin L. M cDon ald of
th e A r kansas Ba ptist N ews magazin e
rece iv ed an annu al award from th e
Arkan sas Coun cil o n Human Relati q ns,
at th e Co un ci l's annu al m eet in g in Littl e
Rock.
In a "cert ifi cate of prin cipl e," th e
Coun cil co mm ended Dr. M cDo nald
"fo r hi s dedicatio n to th e principle t hat
each hum an's wo rt h to his society
sho uld be dete rmin ed by hi s publi c and
private courage, acti o n, utterances and
benevol ence in hi s community without
rega rd to skin co lo r, reli gion, creed, or
prejudi ces."
Sin ce hi s reti re ment h o m editin g th e
Arkan sas Bapti st State Co nve ntion's
w ee kly jo urn al, Janu ary of last yea r, Dr.
M cDon ald has bee n reli gio n edito r and
sp ecial columni st fo r t he A rk ansas
D em oc rat, Littl e Rock aft ern oo n dail y.
In additi o n, he se rves as sta ff co nsultant
for th e A rk ansas Reg ion o f th e Nati ona l
Co nference of Chri sti ans and Jews.

PRESIDENT VISITS - Jamie jones (left) of Fayetteville, visits here with two
So uthwestern Semin ary students, Cecile and Camill e Robert son of El Dorado, and
seminary trust ee j ay Heflin of Little Rock, durin g a r ecent m eeting of Southwestern's
thirty state alumni pres idents. jones is the president of th e seminary's Arkansas
alumni association.
·

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ ___ Open forum - equal space
On prayer in the public schools
" Th e Suprem e Co urt has taken praye r
out o f th e pu b li c sc hoo ls," t he state
represe ntat ive cri ed in angui sh as he
appea led to t he b anq uet crow d fo r
support. Less t han a week later th e
mini ster stru ck th e sa m e note o f des p air
as he lamented th e sa d co nditi o n o f o ur
nation 's yo uth .
No pow er ex ists th at is stron g enou gh
to kee p praye r out o f th e publi c sc hoo ls
- unl ess th ere be no praye rs. Wh ere
ever a Christ ian is, t here prayer is - o r
ca n b e. If th ere is no p raye r in yo ur
cl ass ro o m, Chri sti an teac her, Chri sti an
· stud ent, it is not th e fa ul t of th e Sup rem e
Co urt o r M ade lyn Murray O ' Hair : It is
your fault. No man, no gove rnm ent, ca n
contro l w hat goes o n in yo ur mind, yo ur
heart, yo ur spirit. If you are a spiritu al
pauper who cannot pray and who
cannot mak e th e Spirit of Chri st evid ent
throu gh your attitud es and yo ur
b ehavi o r, yo u alon e are res pon sibl e.
Our Bill o f Ri ght s prov id es th at th e
governm ent shall not di ctate to citi ze ns
of . th ese United States co nce rnin g
reli gio n . G ranted t hat so m e change in
emph as is. has occ urred sin ce 1776 fr o m
o pen, pu bli c recog ni t io n o f Go d to
timid , pri va te devoti o n. (G ive n t he
ex istence o f slavery and co nco mit ant
attitud es tow ard wo men's and children's
right s, obvi o usly so m e di sc rep anc ies
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ex isted even in th e ea rly days of our
nation .) But is it th e Suprem e Court or
t he Co nstitution th at has fai led? I think
not·. Rath er, I ca nnot escape the idea
th at is th e Chri stian who has fail ed,
individu ally and collectiv ely . It is the
Chrsiti an who ha s allowed himself to be
intimidated
by
th e
awesome
res pon sibility thru st upon him by
individual salvation, preferring the ease
o f authoritarian dogma to the pain of
person al see king. It is th e Christian who
has b ee n seduced by th e harlot of
po pul ar approval, who has sought
materi al instea d of spiritu al suffering .
No t only do w e avoid physical
suffe rin g - w e dare not do or say
anythin g th at mi ght threat en our jobs
(and thu s our ce ntral heat and air, our
300- horse engin es, and our rich diets);
not only do we avoid intell ectual pain as
w e refuse to question anything we read
or hear that is spok en with the note of
authority and cond emn anything · that
does not agree with our preconceived
not io ns; but w e al so avoid th e spiritual
ag on y demand ed by j es us Ghrist .in
" takin g up a cross to follow him," in
sea rchin g out th e nature of God and
man, in reco gnizing humbly that God
does ind eed " so love th e world"- all of
it: bl ac k, yellow, red, brown , and white
(a s w ell as th e mixtures); East, West,
North, South; bigot, liberal ; rich, poor;

mighty, weak; male, female .Yet w e dare blame som.eone else anyone else - for our smallness, our
faithl essness, our mundaneness. The
only force th at ever changes anything is
the force of ideas. And it is precisely
ideas that we modern Christians fear,
ignore, and evade at any cost, when it is
God Himself whose Supreme Idea in the
person of Jesu s Christ blasted this planet
with shock waves that continued to
reverberate throughout the world in the
lives of th e early Christians. Where is
that power today? It is available, with no
shorta ges possible. But we Christians, in
our passion for trivia, our yearning for
status quo, refuse to use it, even within
th e privaci es of our ·closets, much less
the public arena of the marketplace. No
wonder the world snickers- we weave
ropes of sand with our futile
murmurings and make daisy chains of
empty promi s~ s, while our brothers
starve; while our children remain
spiritual and intellectual infants; while
our governm ent d eceives us, robs us,
and manipulates us, all in the name of
morality and ethics, whil e whistling the
tune of "strict con structionism ."
And the best d efense we can muster
spills its blood, thin and weak, on the
palings of "They won't let us pray in the
public schools." God help us! - E. E.
Hartsell, Magnolia
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Woman's viewpoint

Arkansans involved
in Bible conference

Where Jesus walk d
By Iris O'Neal Bowen
"Walk a Mile in
My Shoes" is a song
we have heard quite
often on the radio
and is based on the
thought of the old .
Indian who reflected that we shouldn't
judge a person until we have walked
a mile in his moccasins.
Mrs. Bowen
Few of us are willing to do this! We are afraid we might
have to change our opinions, or it might
be a painful experience we don't want
~o go through. And we'd rather not get
1nvolved, which should be the next
step for the true Christian.
As a writer, I have been admonished
many times to "project" myself into
the situation I am writing about. Sometimes I must discard myself for a while
and become a cold and hungry old
tramp, or a tearful, emaciated war orphan. This way I get inside my character
and suffer with him the bitter cold, the
ravages of hunger, the humiliation of
the underdog.
Once I was trying to write a poem
about Mary's reaction to Christ's ago-

nizing trip to the cross. As 1 thought
about it, I realized I must put myse lf
in Mary's place; I must literally watch
as my eldest went through t he same
torments that Christ, himse lf, had suffered.
It was so painful that for a while I
couldn't do it. When I finally wrote
the poem, I could not write for crying!
But when the poem was finished, it
said what I had felt - and here is the
poem:

Mary at Calvary
I pray that I might bear the tree
On th is sad road to Ca l vary,
And wear the crown of cruel thorns,
Or kiss the brow that it adorns.
One said a thorn wou ld pierce my soul,
But is this how I yield the toll
To be the mother of a king?
(See how they stare, unpitying!)
He said that he must pay the priceI also make a sacrifice.
His mother's heart is breaking through.
I touch h is feet- What can I do?
Oh, Father, God, what have they done
To this my first-bo rn, th is my son?
Have you wa lked in his shoes? Have
you knelt at the cross?

From the churches
West Church, Batesville had an offerings beginning in 1964 - $199.87,
outstanding Lottie Moon Christmas 1965 - $264.99, 1966- $427.70, 1967offering. Pastor Ross 0. Ward reports $419.08, 1968- $502.55, 1969- $593.65,
that the church has recently received an · 1970 - $1,045, 1971 - $1,045, and 1972
additional amount of money for their -. ~1,566. During the 23 years of my
foreign mission offering bring ing their mm1stry as pastor, I have noted t hat
tota l for the year to $3,835.50.
mission offerings never hurt the regu lar
Nettleton Church, Jonesboro, giving. I have supported all of our
recently gave Pastor Harold B. Ray a 10- special offerings, long before Mrs.
day tour to the Holy Land. The trip was Hogan became president of the state
led by Dr. W. A. Criswell who delivered WMU. I firmly believe the Bible teaches
special lectur~s on the history and that a New Testament church is a
significance of Israel. Ray has been witnessing church, praying church, and
pastor of the Nettleton Church since a mission-involved church."
The "Triple Sounds" from Ok lahoma
1964.
Baptist University provided the
Ken Freemyer completed his first year
entertainment for t he Youth Sweetheart
as pastor of Trinity Church, .Ft. Smith.
Ba nquet at First Church, Alma, Feb. 24.
Under Pastor Freemyer's leadersh ip the
The "Triple Sounds" are identica l trip let
church has shown substantial growth
boys from Si loam Springs. Darrel,
with 38 professions of faith and 26
Gerald, and Harold Ware are the first set
additions by letter. The average Sunday
of triplets to .be enro ll ed at OBU. The
School attendance is up from 150 to 200.
boys are church music majors.
Haven Heights Church, Ft. Smith,
Harry Puryear of First Church,
reports a record Lottie Moon offering. Bentonville, received his 20 year perfect
Pastor Joseph A. Hogan declares "This attendance Sunday School pin during
church began as a mission of First the morning worship services on
Church, Ft. Smith, eleven years ago and Sunday, Feb. 11. Mrs. Puryear made the
became a church three years later. We presentation of the 20 year wreath to her
have a record of our Lottie Moon husband,
PageS

NASHVILLE·- "Do the specific job
you have been assigned, and pray for
the Mid-America Bible Conference."
Th is was the challenge issued by Chester
Russell, steering committee chairman, to
more than 200 persons attend ing a
plann ing banquet at Be ll evue Church,
Memphis, Tenn., site of the MidAmerica Bible Conference, March 26-29.
Committee
chairmen,
committee
members, youth and other persons
interested in making the conference a
success attended the jan. 30 meeting to
receive instructions and information
concerning content and purpose of the
Bib le conference to re lay to fe ll ow
church members. More than 4,000
persons are expected to attend..
.
Princ ipa l speakers wi ll be Jack · R.
Taylor, pastor of the Cast le Hi ll s Church,
San Anton io, Tex.; Ray F. Robbins,
professor of New Testament and Greek
at New Orleans St!minary; and James B.
Henry, pastor of Two Rivers Church,
Nashvi lle, Tenn.
Arkansans on the faculty for the
conference are William L. Bennett,
pastor of First Church, Ft. Smith, and j.
Everett Sneed, editor of the Arkansas
Baptist Newsmagaz ine.
"Both Lord and Christ" is the theme
of the conference. The purpose is to
lead Christians toward a deeper
comm itment to jesus, the Lord and
Christ and to challenge Chr istians to
express their submission to the lordship
of Jesus by becoming effectively
involved in God's efforts to redeem
men.
Individual conferences on Old and
New Testament books of the Bible wi ll
be offered in addition to· genera l
co nferences
addressed
by Tay lor,
Robbins and Henry.
To register; write to Box 4270,
Memphis, Tenn., 38104.

Deaths _ _ _ __
Dr. L. E. Ross, 76, DeWitt, died Jan. 27.
He was a retired Baptist preacher and a
veterinarian.
·
Henry Holmes, 61, a deacon in the
Clear Lake Church, Blythevi ll e, died Feb.
14.

The
...,._L.:Cooperalive
Program is the

A. B. C.'s
_ __. of God's
Love.

cp
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The mass cho ir of the "A Festival" met at Immanuel Church.

This ensemble from Elmdale, Springdale, participated in the
"A Festival." The director is Ken Miles.

State music festivals draw 1140 young singers to Little Rock
The State Youth Choir Festivals were
held Saturday, Feb. 24, in Little Rock,
with a total attendance of 1140 for the
day.
The Senior High and combined ch o irs
were hosted at Immanuel church while
the Junior High and beginning choirs
were at Second. There were 40 choirs
and six ensembles attendi ng.
Guest d irector for the festiva ls was Dr.
Wesley L. Forbis of Wi lli am Jewell
College in Liberty, Mo.
Outstanding choirs chosen were from
First, Ft. Smith, Char les Col lin s,
director; First, Van Bu ren, Bill Mitchell,
director; juni o r High Choir from
Immanuel, Little Rock, joe Helms,
director; and First, Monticello, Ca rbon
Sim s, director. Th e outstanding .
ensemble chose n was the Matthews
Memorial Singers f rom Pine Bluff. The
director is Mrs. Viva j enk ins.
Junior Choir Festiva ls are schedu led
for April 14, to be held at Fayetteville,
Monticello, Newport, . Conway, and
Texarkana. Choirs plann ing to attend are
encouraged to send in registration to
Church Music Department, 525 West
Capito l, Little Rock.

Chosen one of the outstanding choirs was this group from First, Van Buren, directed
by Bill Mitchell. State Music Secretary Ervin Keathley (back, left) posed with the
choir.

Every ne's Talking About
oneLDrd .
onemJssJon
one people
March 15, 1973
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Staff changes

Doctrines of the faith

Thomas H. Farris is se rv(n g as interim
pastor of Northside Church, Ft. Smith.
He has prev iou sly served the Anchor
Church , Dondalson, and Silent Grove
Church, Springdale.
He is a 1962 grad uat e of Ft. Smith High
School, .and holds a degree from
Ouachita University. Farris also attended
the Univ ersity of Arkansas and N ew.
Orleans Seminary. He wa s licensed and
ordained by th e Elmdale Church,
Springdale.
H e and Mrs. Farris, the former Rose
Lewis, are th e parents of three-month old Alex Nathan.

The doctrine of justification
By jimmy A. Millikin
Sou th ern Baptist College

There are several word s in the New Testa me nt which describe what God does for the sinn er in sa vin g him. Ju stif ication
is one of those term s. It is at the very heart of th e Gospel. Ju stification by faith is God 's answ er to the question, " How ca n a
sinful man gain a ri ght standing before a Holy God?"

The meaning
Justification is a lega l term . It was taken from the law courts
of the Roman world. Basically, it means to declare righteous or
innocent. With reference to sa lvation the term refers to the act
of God's free mercy by which he pronounces the believing
sinner right eous and fr ees him from the guilt and condemnation of breaking Hi s holy law. In other words, ju st if icat io n is
God's met hod of setting the sinner right with Himself.

Dr. Millikin

The need
Th e need for ju st ification is based upon man's condit io n before God as a lawbreak er. The Bible teac hes that "all have sinn ed" (Rom. 3:23.) It further descr ibes
sin as the transgression of the law (I Jo hn 3:4.) As a transgressor of the law man is
guilty (Rom . 3:19,) and has t he sentence of death pronounced upon him (Gal. 3:10.)
M an's great need is to have that guilt and co nd emnation removed. In his sinful
condition he is a guilty crimin al before God and needs this relationship or stand in g
before God changed.

The grounds

Farris

Plummer

Danny Plummer has recently accepted
the
position
of Youth - Education
Director South Highland Church, Littl e
Rock. Danny comes to South Highland
from
Elmdale Church, · Springdale,
where he served two and one-half years.
Plummer
has attended Westa rk
College, Ft. Smith, and will graduate in
May from th e Univ ersity of Arkansas .
Churches Plummer has served includ e
North Side, Ft. Smith, and Brush Creek,
Springdal e.
He is married to the form er Miss
Carolyn Painter of North Carolina. They
have one son, Bradley, who is one and
one-half years old .

Upon what grounds does God declare the guilty sinn er not g uil ty? It is plain
th at it is not by th e deeds of th e law (Rom. 3:20; Gal. 2:16; 3: 10 .) The Law is only ab le
to reveal man a sinner (Rom . 7:7; Gal. 3:19-24,) and condemn him for hi s sin (Gal.
3:10.) It can only stop th e mouth of every man, and declare him guilty before God
(Rom. 3:19.)
How then is a sinner ju stifi ed, accepted as ri ghteo us in God's sig ht? It is n ot on
th e basi s of man's achievement but Chri st's redempt ive work for man. Ju stificat ion
is mad e possible only through the death of Jesus Christ on the cross (Rom. 3:24;
II Cor. 5:21.) It is "by the blood 0f Christ" (Rom . 5:9,) by his "right eo usness" (Rom.
5:18,) by His "obed ience" (Rom . 5: 19.)
What, then, mu st man do to be justified? In a rea l sense, nothing. Christ has
done it all in His ato nin g death. · Man is ju st ifi ed "f reely by his grace through the
red emption that is in Christ Jesus" (Rom. 3:24.) "Free ly" denotes that it is gra nted
without anything done to merit or deserve it. Man's o nl y part is to believe in Jes us
(Gal. 2:16; Rom. 3:26; 4:5.) Faith is not to be understood as a work itself which saves.
It is merely the med ium or th e in st rum ent by which Chri st's rede m13tive work is
received by man.

The results
Justification res ults in a new stand ing and relat ions hi p with God. Its effects are
manifold . The sinner is forgiven of hi s sin and consequent ly sin 's gui lt and punishm ent are removed (Rom. 3:25-26.) Ju stif ica tion brings peace with God and access
to God's presen ce (Rom . 5:1-2.) In ju stifi cation Chr ist's right eo usn ess is imputed to
th e believing sinner and God sees him as w ith out sin (Rom. 8:33-34.) The justified
man is accepted "in the Beloved," adopted into th e family of God with all the rights
and privil ege thereof (Gal. 5:5; Rom. 8:23; Ep h. 1 :5,) and has an undoubted title to
eternal life (Rom. 5:9; 8:30.)

1952. His latest pastorate

Taylor

Sims

Gerald Max Taylor is the new pastor of
First Church, Monticello, and Carbon
Sims is now serving the church as
minister of music and youth .
Taylor, a native of Warren, has se rved
churches in Arkansas and Missouri since
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was First
Church, Stamps. He holds th e . B.A.
degree from Ou ac hita University, and
th e ma ste r of divinity degree from
Midwestern Seminary. He has served in
denominational positions in Arkansas,
including a term on th e Executive Board
and one as Pres id ent of the Arkansas
Baptist Pastors' Conference. He was a
t eac hin g fellow at OBU in 1965. H e is
married and has four childr en .

Sims is a graduate of the Sc hool of
Mu sic at So utl, western Sem inary and
has studied at the Juilli ard Scho o l of
Music in New York . He co mes to the
church from Imm anue l, Pine Bluff . He
has served as President of the Arkansas
Baptist Religious Ed ucation Association
and wa s recently elected president of
the board o f trustees of th e Arkansas
Baptist Fowndation . Sims and hi s wife
have three ch ildren.
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Library department

conducts clinics
NASHVILLE - Three chu~ch library
clinics will be conducted in April and
May, 1973, according to Wayne Todd,
secretary of the church library
department of the Southern Baptist
Sunday School Board, here.
T.he first clinic will be conducted April
6-7 at Cedarmore Baptist Assembly
located between Louisville and
Frankfort, Ky. A second clinic, April1314, will be held at California Baptist
College, Riverside. Immanuel Church,
Little Rock, will be the ·site of the third
clinic, May 4-5.

"God, even in the corners of your life," was the theme of Religious Focus Week as
sponsored by the Baptist Student Union at Henderson State College in Arkadelphia.
Prentice Gautt, former professional football player and now assistant coach at the
University of Missouri was a featured speaker. Other speakers for the week were
jerry Buckner of National Student Ministries and Mrs. john Russ of Arkadelphia.

All clinics will begin with a banquet on
Friday at 6 p.m. and end Saturday at
noon. A presentation of slides and a tape
recorded narration entit led "Services
and Ministry of the Church Library" will
follow the Friday banquet. Saturday's
program features "Outreach and the
Church Library" and "Media: Library
Services Journal." \
I

Between parson and pew

The preacher's dress
By Velma Merritt
Can you judge a
book by its cover or
a preacher by the
clothes he wears?
Styles in men's
clothing have
changed drastically
the past two years.
Prices have doubled
j since the first POW's
~ were captured,
a
TV news comrnen.
Mrs. Memtt
tator said. This
leaves the pastor in somewhat of a dilemma. How can he stay well groomed
with prices soaring and styles changing
so rapidly? Are clothes really that important to the pastor that they should
be a matter of concern? Definitely.
One of the c hur c; hes my hu sband
pastored had a story which they related
to their new pastor, my husband. The
church had tried in its beginning days,
10 years earlier, to buy a piece of property on a main road in the area. The
pastor. was working at secular employment and on his way home from work
stopped, introduced himself, and asked
the owner of the property if the church
cou ld buy it. She told him he couldn't
be the pastor because he was dressed
in a sports shirt instead of a su it . After
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several attempts she still refused to sell
the property to the church, she said,
because the preacher wasn't dressed in
the way she expected.
In the same community my husband
was making visits to newcomers in the
area. One lady did not invite him in.
After he left she asked her neighbor,
a member of our church, what the pas~
tor of her church looked like. She described my husband. "Then," said the
one who was visited, "he really was
your pastor. I wouldn't let him in because he had on white shoes and I didn't
think a preacher would be wearing
white shoes!"
Clothes do make an impression, but
there is no way a pastor can pIe as e
everyone in hi s dress. He can, however,
dress as well as he can on the income
provided him by the church. He can be
fashionable but not be the first to take
up a new style. He can beat the high
cost of clothing by shopping the sales.
If his wife is an exceptional seamstress,
she can make some of his clothes for
him since pattern books now include a
variety of men's wear. (Ladies, don't
tackle this job unless you can produce .
clothes which look tailor made. You
certain ly don't want your husband to

"The Clinics are designed to aid
church library workers but other church
staff members will find them informative
and helpful," said Todd.
Each clinic will consist of four
conferences. These conferences will
include "Beginning Library Workers,"
"Classifying Books for the Church
Library," "Audio-visual Education," and
"Introducing:
Educational
Media
Workshop Guide and The Church
Library Record and Plan Book, 1973-74."
Faculty members for the California
clinic include Carlton Carter and James
Rose, both consultants in the board's
church library department; and Mrs.
]ewell Carter, circu lation and reference
librarian at Golder.~ Gate Baptist
Theological Seminary in San Francisco.
In addition to Rose, ]acqulyn Anderson
and John Hack, a'iso church library
consultants, wil l conduct the clinics in
Kentucky and Arkansas.
A registration fee of $4 for each clinic
will pay for the banquet and a notebook
of materials. For registration contact the
Church Library Department, The Sunday
School Board, 127 Ninth Avenue, North,
Nashville, Tenn., 37234.

look like he has fireside clothes - like
you sat by the fireside and made them
by hand!)
Clothes look better when the man
looks good. His hair should always be
well groomed. His body should be clean
and free of odors, and his breath fresh.
A pleasing personality with a man who
is nice and neat can work wonders with
a suit of clothes.
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Your state convention at work _______________
Stewardship

Workers with deaf
hold first workshop

'Little' church is big in giving
Bigness isn 't always represented in the
enro llment or attendance figures in
church. Sometimes o.ne of the sma ller
churches in . our state convention
demonstrates a bigness th at makes it
stand tall.
·
The Union Baptist Church, in BooneN ewton Association, ju st out of
Harri son, is such a church. Its Sunday
School attendance averages ab.out 30
and Training sessions about 14; weekly
income averages about $65. Yet this
church ju st rece ntly voted to increase its
mission giving, both to associationa l
missions and to world missions through
the Cooperative Program, from six
percent to 10-percent for each.
Pastor Leonard L. Herring reported
what happened: "We had a motion
under considerat ion to ra ise the giving
from 6 percent to 7 percent, and before
the vote could be taken an amendment
was offered and seconded to raise the

givin g to 10 percent. In th e discussion
t h at followed (all affirmative) our newest
convert, a man about 45 yea rs of age by
th e calendar and three weeks a
Ch ri stian, offered the suggestion that, 'If
we find it hard to do, w e ca n all just give
a little more.'"
One statement in the pastor's lette r
reflects t he bigness of h eart found in the
church and its missiona ry vision. He sa id,
" I doubt that anyone in our church will
ever be on a foreign field of se rvice
ou rselves, but w e do want to have a part
helping to send others who have
received t hat blessed call."
On th e authority of God's Word and
the promises it contains, it does n't take a
prophet or the so n of a prophet to know
that Union Baptist Church will receive
some special blessing from our Lord.
-Roy F. Lew i s, Sec r eta ry of
Stewardship-Cooperative Progra m

C. H. Seaton (right), Arkansas Brotherhood Department Director, discusses with
Arkansas men Mission Activities Clinics to b e h el d th is year. The men w ere att ending
a Leadership School at Texoma Lodge on Lake Texoma, Kingston, Ok la. Th e sch ool,
sponsored by the Broth erhood Commissio n and the Hom e Mission Board was a
three state meeting. From left are Charlie Brown, Siloam Springs; jo el Moody,
Robert Hall, Bob Nordman and Ray McClung, all of Little Rock.

What is
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Th e first Interpret ers' Workshop for
workers with the deaf w as held in the
chapel of th e Baptist Bui lding, Little
Rock, recently. Leading t h e con ference
w as Mrs. lonnie Duncan, who works
with the deaf patients in the State
Hospital in Terrel l, Tex. Interpreters
attended from churches in El Dorado,
Pine Bluff, M ena, and from First, Olivet,
and Mt. Zion churches in Little Rock .
Also in attendance were representatives
from the Co unseling, Information, and
Referral Center, Little Rock, and Mr.
Brock, Student Counselor at Arkansas
School for th e Dea f.
Pastors of three of our c h urches w hich
have a deaf ministry w ere present and
spoke to the group. They were Dillard
Mill er, First, Mena; Bruce Murphy,
Second, El Dorado; and John Wright,
First, Little Rock.
Material covered by Mrs. Duncan
included new sig ns being introduced,
new books on the Language of Signs, the
role of the interpret er in the church, and
interpretin g in a variety of situations for doctors, lawyers, in court, etc. She
discussed new regu lat ions that w ill
govern interp reting in p laces outside of
th e church and repo rted on the
Evaluation Clinic held recently in
M emphis.
Interpreters attending the clinic are to
set up clinics in th eir home states for
evaluating interpret ers and rating th em
A, B, C, or D, accord ing to the situations
in which th ey are qua lified to interpret.
Th e tests were given in A meslan (the
d eaf's own language and construction),
Siglish (signin g perfect Eng lish language
construction), translatin g (verbatim),
and interpretin g (the sa m e mea ning but
not necessarily the same words,)
interpret in g for those of lower
education level, and certain situations in
which the deaf, themselves, could b e
interpreters. An "A" rating indica tes the
abi lity to interp ret in any situation.
Th ere w ere 28 participants in the
Workshop.
Officers elected for 1973-74 were Mrs.
Betty Spillyard, Pine Bluff, president;
Mrs. C. F. Landon, Little Rock, vicepresident; and Mrs. Opal Moore, Pine
Bluff, secretary.
The next meeting of the interpreters
will be held during the Arkansas Baptist
Conference of th e Deaf at Spring Lake
Assembly, Lonsda le, june 15-17. -C. F.
Landon, Director, D eaf M i nistry.
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Ministering to migrants

A progress report on mission center

International students
to hear BWA worker

Centro Misiona- of the Southern Baptist Convention.
rio de Migrantes
Pray for Rev. and Mrs. Bob Gross as
identifies a "spiri- ~hey serve at the Migrant Mission Centl,Jal Holiday Inn" ter. Support this mission effort through
for the 8,463 mi- cash contributions and items that could
grants that regisbe used in this ministry. Visit this Home
tered at the Migrant Missions project with a group from
Farm Labor Center, . your church. Involve yourself in this
Hope, Ark., , last
ministry by volunteering time. This
year. Located directCenter is missions in action. Why not
ly across the highbe a part of it? -Tommy Bridges, Diway from the Mirector, Special Missions Ministries
Bridges
grant Center is the
Mission Center directed by Bob Gross.
Housed in a new building (opened
May 15, 1972,) the Center provides a
valuable ministry to those constantly on
the move seeking employment. There
were 25 professions of faith at the Center in 1972. Thirty-nine requested and
received health services. Many copies
of Good News for Modern Man were
distributed as well as thousands of tracts
written both in English and Spanish.

Brotherhood

Mission activities
clinics are planned

Mission activities is the key to an
active,
productive Baptist Men's
Organization. Men like to be a part of
happenings that are really wortl1while.
Thed Patnaik
Mission Action Guide books are
available for some 21
projects.
Theo Patnaik, a native of India, will be
Observation and a community survey
Various WMU groups stock and main- would probably reveal many other the principal speaker at the Annual
International Student Retreat to be held
tain a clothing supply for free distribuneeds and opportunities for mission
at Camp Paron on March 23-25.
tion. The clothing is donated to the
activities.
Center from churches throughout the
Witnessing is always an opportunity
One hundred of the 300 international
state.
·
for . men becoming involved in a students studying in Arkansas are
expected to accept the invitation to
Gross indicates that one of the most continuous mission activity. Certainly
attend the retreat. Other conference
satisfying things that the Center does sharing Christ with those who do not
leaders include Dr. Dan Grant of
is to provide good usable toys to the know him is missions. In reality that is
Ouachita Baptist University and Mrs.
children. Often, because of the tran- what the teaching of Christ is all about.
Learning how to plan and organize
Margaret Kolb of Little Rock.
sient life they have lived, the toy they
receive is the first one they have ever mission activities is simply a matter of
Patnaik is Associate Secretary .of the
owned . The child will remember the study. There are several men who have
~aptist
World
Alliance with
rest of his life that it was a Christian attended training sessions and are
responsibility for youth work. A native
missionary that cared enough for him qualified to lead a conference on
mission actions.
of India and a graduate of British and
to make him happy.
Recently 12 men attended a training
American schools, he directed a Baptist
Kingston,
Okla., in
The Migrant Farm Labor Center opens session in
ministry among international students in
March 1 for the migrants. Evening preparation
for clinics in
their Northern
California,
working
associations. Six of the men were from
worship services will begin Marc~ 11
particularly
among
international
Washington -Madison Association. Peter students on 11 university campuses in
at the Mission Center. The Center will
be open each evening until 9 for coun- Petty, Supt. of Missions and Joel Collins,
the San jose-Stanford area, between
Associational
Brotherhood
Director 1967-71.
seling, tract distribution, recreation
have scheduled a clinic for March 26.
and other ministries.
The clinic will be held at Caudle Avenue
An immediate need at the Center is Church, Springdale.
a paved parking area (costing approxiRay McClung, Superintendent of Church Training
mately $1,300) to solve the mud prob- Missions,
Pulaski Association, and
lem. A TV would also be most helpful
Robert Hall, Associational Brotherhood
to draw crowds, and a softball back- Director, hav~ a clinic scheduled for • You have heard about it, but we want
stop is needed to protect the building.
you to hear about it again. We hope to
April 12-13. The clinic will be at South
be able to send to pastors and Church
·
Highland
Church,
Little
Rock.
Last year 48,463 migrants registered
The Brotherhood Department will be Training Directors the brochure entitled
at the Farm Center and of this number
"Here's Help to Make Your Church the
slightly over 3,000 visited the Migrant happy to assist in setting up clinics in any
Sunday Night Place" by the first of April.
Mission Center. It is anticipated that association that is interested. Let me
We will send it to you the day after we
know
if
you
desire
assistance.
1973 will see a large increase in those
Men are anxious to become involved get it! The brochl!re will contain a reply
visiting the Mission Center.
in
worthwhile projects.
The form so that you can order the
The Migrant Mission Center is sup- Brotherhood program has the materials. CHURCH: the Sunday Night Place
Brotherhood is the key to involving men Church Guide. You can then begin the
ported by the Hope Baptist Associabig emphasis for 16 months - June,
tion, the Arkansas Baptist State Con- and boys in rich, meaningful mission
1973-September, 1974. -Ralph W. Davis
-C.
H.
Seaton
experiences.
vention, and the Home Mission Board

Coming soon.
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Versatility in degree design distinguishes

Midwestern~
.•

Baptist
Seminary

Midwestern
Baptist
Theo l ogical
Seminary, located at Kansas City, Mo.,
was established by the Southern Bapti st
Convention May 28, 1957, at th e annua l
meeting of the convention in Chicago,·
and at that time a board of trustees was
elected.
At the second meeting of the board of
trustees on Oct. 8, 1957, the members
unanimously adopted the requirem ents
of its committee on nominating a
president and elected Millard j .
Berquist, pastor of First Church, Tampa,
Fla.
Although Dr: Berquist's 15 year
presidency officially terminated' with his
retirement july 31, 1972, he continued as
acting president until Feb. 1, 1973, when
his successor, Milton Ferguson, assumed
office.
Dr. Ferguso n, a native Ok lahoman,
came to the president's post following
an 18 year association with Southwestern
Seminary as a member of the faculty.
Covering 200 acres of rolling meadows
and forrests, the campus of Midwestern
strategical ly adjo ins Interstate 29 and is
located within five miles of Interstates
35, 70, and 435 .
Campu~ faciliti es include a library with
n ea rly
60,000 volumes,
faculty,
administrative and business offices,
classrooms, a cafeteria-student center,
maintenance building, residence hall for
single students, 108 apartments for
married students, a child care center for·
pre-school children of students, and a
Baptist Book Store.
Fully accredited by the American
Association of Theological Schoo ls and
the North Central . Association of
Co ll eges and Secondary Schoo l s,
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Midwestern Seminary offers master of
divinity, master of ' reli gious educat ion,
and doctor of ministry d egrees, and
diplomas in theology and religious
education. Entrance into the degree
programs requires prior graduation
from a coll ege or university with the B.A.
or B.S. degree or the equivalen.t.
Accreditation with the North Centra l
Association affords Midwestern a direct
relationship at the level of accreditation
with col leges and universities of the
large r Midwest area. Being accredited
by this diversified and comprehensive
agency not only assists the seminary in
fulfilling its roll within the academic
community, but also commends its
graduates to the larger academ ic and
professiona l world .
Midwestern's degree program is
somewhat unique in that it operates on a
four-w eek term system · 11 months a
yepr. A full load consists of two co urses
taken four week s for four hours of
credit. This type of scheduling all ows a
student to intensify his study efforts over
fewer subjects as he sets his own
academ ic pace.
Ca lled "Th e Midwestern Plan," th e
innovativ e
curr i culum
structur e
provides for major fields of study with
eac:h degree program, all owing students
maximum flexibility in shap in g their
course of study in keeping with their
specific vocational goa ls.
Another feature of th e new sch edul e
plan offers a chance for the semin ary to
bring speciali sts in variou s fields of
ministry to the campus for one-month
periods of instruction .
The versatile degree plan includ es an
optional mast er's program. For those

students with specia lized vocational
goals such as music, social work,
journalism, campus ministries, etc., the
university master's degree in one's area
of vocational
emphas is may be
subst ituted for the major field of study.
. Such an option recognizes a concept of
ministry in today's society and seeks to
utilize specialized resources of the
l arger academic community in
preparing theolog ica l students for the
ministry.
During the first half of this academic
year, students w ere enroll ed from 31
states and 97 coll eges and universities. In
addition, Israel, Hong Kong, Korea,
Bahamas, Nigeria and Japan were
represented in the student body.
Midwestern students are studying for
a wide vari ety of vocat ions, and the
schoo l's alumni, over 650 st rong, are
serv ing all over the world in capacities
such as pastors, missionaries, chaplains,
denominationa l workers, c hurch staff
members, and teachers.
A strong mi ssionary and evangel istic
spirit has always been a part of the
Midwestern phi losophy of education
and ministry. In a rece nt articl e entitled
"M issions at Midwestern," written by
Jesse Fletcher, Director of the Foreign
Mission Board Division of Mission
Support, Fl etch er, sa id, "Co nsid ering
th e brevity of its history, Midwestern
has written a unique chapter in seminary
impact on th e foreign mission task since
it first opened its doors to students in
1958."
Midwestern students attempt to make
consistent
contribut ions
to
area
churches as pastors and staff members
and at times go beyond state lines in
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This is the sixth in a series of articles
covering all of the Southern Baptist
Convention's theological seminaries.
their serv ice. For the second consecutive
ye ar, a group of students will go to Iowa
during th e spring recess to · conduct
re vival s and religious surveys, and in
other ways be of vital assistance to
churches in that state . This year, a
second group will also go to Illin ois for
the same purpose.
In add iti on to the Arkansas students
who have regularly been a part of the
Midwestern fellowship, other "fami ly"
members have connections with the
state. Morris Ashcraft, professor of
theology, is a native of Malvern a nd a
graduate of Ouac hi ta University. M.
Pierce Matheney, professor of O ld
Testament Interpretation and Hebrew,
c laims El Dorado as his home. S. W .
Eubanks of Van Buren, retired professor
of Eng li sh, Southern Baptist Co ll ege,
Walnut Ridge, is a member of the
seminary board of trustees . .
Rowland Crowder, secretary of the
church arc hi tect department of the
Sunday Sc hoo l Board will serve as an
adjunct professor during the 1973-74
acad e mic year. He is an Arkansas native
and a Ouach ita graduate.
.
Convention personnel from states
ad join in g Missouri periodically visit
Midwestern's campus. For the third
co nsecut ive year, an" Arkansas Day" will
be observed on campus this sp rin g with
state convention staff members being
spec ia l guests during the day.
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Midwestern Seminary seeks to
provide services to the commun ity as
well as the world. An even in g schoo l,
cal led the Sc hool of Christian Training,
offers depth study on a lay level for a~ea
churc h leaders on Tuesday even in gs.
In comment in g o n South e rn Baptists'
youngest theological schoo l, President
Ferguson says, "I am excited about th e
future of Midwestern Seminary and its
ministry in providing leadersh ip for
. Southern Baptist churches. It is my deep

conviction that the alpha and omega of
a ll o ur agencies, in st itu tions and
commiss io ns lies in meeting the needs
and extending the mission and
ministries of our loca l churches in this
comp lex, troubled world . I believe the
sem in a ry family, as a community
committed to the fe llowship of lear nin g
and ministry in the name of Christ, will
continue to make signifi cant response to
the imm ense c ha ll e nge God has given
us ."

ABOVE: The Calvary mural adorns the student center, cafeteria and classroom
building. BELOW: The school is located on 200 acres of rollin g meadows and forests.
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WMU ANNUAL MEETING
March 20-21, 1973
Mr. Hampton

North Little Rock

Baring Cross Church

Program features
10 a.m., Tuesday
Miss Bobbie Sorrill, WMU, SBC, Representative
Theo Patnaik, Associate Secretary, Baptist World Alliance
Soloists: Mrs . Orman Simmons and Bill Canary
Mrs. Hampton

1:30 p.m. , Tuesday
Miss Marjorie Jones, Brazil
Mrs. Acie Ford, ·Huttig
Miss Beverly Hammack, Home Mission Board, USA
Mrs. G. D. Grober, Brazil
Mrs. G. A. Nichols, Paraguay
Mrs. C. T. Braughton, Malaysia
Mrs . J. E. Hampton, Tanzania
Miss Amanda Tinkle, Nigeria
Dr. Charles H. Ashcr-aft
Vocalists: Ural Clayton, Ervin Keathley, and Archie McMillan

7 p.m., Tuesday

Mrs. Braughton

Theo Patnaik, BWA
The James Hampton family, Tanzania
Vocalists: Ira Scoggins and Ladies' Tr io, First Church , Little Rock

Reception
9:30a.m., Wednesday
Miss Jones, Brazil
Miss Sorrill, WMU, SBC
Nigeria 1938-72 : Miss Tinkle and Mrs . James Sawyer
Vocalists: Jim Raymick and Joe Helps; Ladies' Ensemble, Park Hill Baptist Church

Miss Hammack, USA
Mrs. Nichols

Mrs. J. A. Hogan, President
Ervin Keathley, music director
Mrs. C. S. White , organist

Mrs. Grober
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Miss Tinkle
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Child Care

,M emorial gifts also aid the living
More and more people are using
. memorial gifts as a practical means of
.honoring the memory of a friend or
loved one. A living memorial given to
the Bapti5t Home for Children lives on in
•the lives of countless numbers of
children. These memorials have come
from Bapti!>ts all over our state and are
deeply appreciated.
In this way, individuals and church
gr-oups honor the memory of someone
by helping us provide a fuller program
.Jor the children in our care. These gifts
~ express a continuation of concern for
young people and interest in them.
Memorial giving is another way of
spreading flowers along the drab and
sometimes dreadful way that others
!must travel.
----~-----

-----~-··----~~~--~~-

First endowed chair
funded at Ouachita
ARKADELPHIA - A gift of $150,000
-from Georg e Young, a Dallas
businessman
and
1924
Oua c hit~
University graduate, has been mad e to
OBU for the establishment of an
endowed chair of instruction in
business.
This .is the first endowed chair of
instruction esta blished at Ouachita . Dr.
Daniel R. Grant, OBU president, said the
endowed chair "will provide continuing
support for quality instruction at
Ouachita, and we are deeply grateful for
Mr. Young's generosity. Our plans are to
seek the establishment of several such
posts."
Young is the owner of Restland
Memorial Park and Laur el Land
Memorial Park, both in Dallas . He is a
director of
the Fidelity Union Life
Insurance Company and the M ercantil e
National
Bank . He received
a
Distinguished Alumnus Award from
Ouachita in May, 1972.
The Young gift also marked the
kickoff of the alumni phase of the
Ouachita Advanc~ment Campaign . The
alumni drive, known as the "You Plus 2"
Campaign is aimed at getting former
students to pledge $500,000 to Ouachita
over a five -yea r period .
According to Lane Strother, OBU's
associate director of development, "The
main thrust of 'You Plus 2' will be to
involve eac h of our former st ud ents in
support of Ouachita by asking them to
pledge two percent of their income to
the University ."
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Each time a contribution is received
by us in honor or in memory of
someone, we send the family of the one
so honored an acknowledgement card
and a receipt to the donor.
In our newsletter, Current Events,
recognition of individual memorial gifts
are listed. A complete list of the names
of the ones honored and the names of
the donors are included as a regular
feature of our newsletter. This is another
way that Christians may express their
thoughtfulness and concern for the
children who are entrusted to our care.
Many prefer to perpetuate the memory
of a loved one by improving the way of'
living for others -Johnny G. Biggs,
Executive Director, Arkansas Baptist
Family and Child Care Services.

Foundation

A will can prevent
burden of money woes
From another state comes the story of
a man who died a short while ago. His
passing was neither sudden
nor
unexpected . His spiritual needs had
been cared for. His life insurance was
adequate to protect the family's future.
On the day immediately following his
death, his widow went to a downtown
shop to buy a black dress for the funeral.
Because she was unknown to the clerk, a
routine call was made to her bank to
verify her checking account before
acce pting her personal check for the
purchase. In a few moments the reply
came back, "That checking account is
temporarily closed."
The deceased had died without a will.
According to state law, all his assets were
frozen, and his safety deposit box was
sealed. He left money in the bank, but
his widow could not spend it. In her
time of grief, she had to contend with
additional frustration and confusion
because of his oversight. An attorney,
one she had never, met, had to be
retained to help with he.r problem.
Money was borrowed from friends in
order to operate her household until
her attorney could unravel the strings on
the estate.
Then, without asking what she needed
or what the deceased had intended, the
state divided her husband's possessions
according to state law, giving two-thirds
to the children and only one-third to the
widow.
Such a problem can very easily be

The Ouachita-Southern Advancement Campaign

Phase 2 film
available
By jim E. Tillman, Director
A new color slide prese ntation of
Phase 2 of the Ouachita-Southern
Advancement Campaign is now ready
for use in your church or association.
There is a Cassette tape included with
the presentation . This new tool is id ea l
for opening assemblies, a portion of a
service, deacons meeting, committee
meetings, or a spot on an associational
program. The Phase 2 Presentation is
only twelve minutes in le'n gth.
Highlights of the slides include
pictures of the construction now in
progress on both campuses as a result of
the Campaign. You will hear the voices
of President Grant and President
Williams as they thank Arkansas Baptists
for their outstanding support. Bill Elliff, a
junior at Ouachita, gives his personal
testimony regarding his school. The
student Body President of Southern
Baptist College, Paula Cooper, expresses
her feelings for Southern and Christian
Higher Education.
Churches considering involvement
will want to use these slides as well as the
churches already in the campaign. If you
would like a set of these slides, contact
the Higher Education Development
Office in the Baptist Building, Little
Rock, to reserve a date for your
program.
If you would prefer to have someone
come and show this film for you, my
services are available at no cost to your
church. This is of real importance to any
size church that does not have this
Campaign in the budget. We also have
teams of college young people who are
available to come into your church with
special music, testimonies and the film
presentation.

If you are interested in any of the
above, you may call or write jim E.
Tillman, Director, Christian Higher
Education Development, Suite 105,
Baptist Building, Little Rock, Arkansas
72201.

prevented. If you need help or counsel
in the preparation of a Christian will, the
Arkansas Baptist Foundation is available
to serve you. - Roy F. Lewis, Acting
Executive Director
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Tongues

and the Holy Spirit
By Bernes K. Selph
Pastor, First Church, Benton

The following sermon, submitted at
the request of the editor, was delivered
at First Church, Benton, on Feb~ 25. The
material is pertinent to the contemporary tongues movement and should be
exceedingly helpful.

tinct from, and subsequent to, the experience of grace. The initial physi_cal
sign of such baptism is that of speakrng
with tongues, hence tongue speaking
is supposedly related to the larger problem of the Spirit's work.
Space permits only a brief outline
approach to the subject. Five scriptures
usually alluded to are Mark 16:17b;
Acts 2:1 -13; 10:44-46; 19:1-7, and I Corinthians 14. The Mark reference is such
a textua l question that in al l honesty it
cannot be given serious consideration.
Verses 9-20 are missing in many New
Testament manuscripts. Scholars say it
did not come into copies until the Fifth
Century. The word "new" with reference to tongues is missing in some
manuscripts of those included.

Speaking in
tongues is given
prominence in public worship serv ices
in our day, a much
sought after experience by many.
What does this
mean? For some it
is the sign of a
world-wide revival.
Others view it as a
Dr. Selph
sign of the Holy
hen Acts is considered we find
Spirit's power. Many see it as a restorathree different occasions where
tion of true, New Testament Christianity. Others, though not all, think it the tongues are mentioned. The first referresult of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. ence is 2:1-13, and con~erns the coming
Many argue the genuineness of it be- of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost. The Apostles and disciples were
cause they have experienced it.
Various approaches could be made gathered and the Spirit came upon them
to this study: Its place in history, the (Jews), and they began speaking "with
psychology of it, its subjective exper- other tongues." When Jews from other
ience, the consequences of such a parts of the world gathered to the sound
movement. I choose to take the scrip- they heard the group speaking in their
tural interpretation concerning speak- own tongues.
The second reference is 10.:44-46.
ing in tongues.
Perhaps we should remind ourselves This is Peter's occasion of preaching to
that "tongues speaking" is related to Cornelius in Caesarea. Corneli us, a
a still larger theological problem - the centurion of the Italian court (Genti le)
place and work of the Holy Spirit in heard and believed, and the Holy Spirit
salvation. The forensic view of justifi- came upon them and they spake in
cation which sees the sinner accounted tongues.
The third reference is Acts 19:1-7.
just in God's sight, but separated in time
and experience from sanctification, In Ephesus, Paul found some disciples
sets the stage of the view of a subse- and after discussing the Spirit and bapquent work of the Holy Spirit. (If one tism with them was not satisfied with
sees the work of the Spirit in bringing what he heard. We do not understand
conviction and stimulating faith, and all that went on, but after instructing
recognizes sanctification in the initial them they were baptized and the Holy
stage of salvation, as wel l as a process, Spirit came upon them. They spake with ·
this leaves n.o place, nor necessity, for tongues and prophesied.
a subsequent work of the Holy Spirit.)
Now what does all this mean? Well,
Salvation may be thought of as both a there are some things which seem quite
position before God, justification, and evident. The Holy Spirit coming on
a relation with God, santification.
the Day of Pentecost is distinct and
As I understand the Modern Spirit different from all other comings. On
Movement, one receives Christ through this particular occasion the Spirit came
faith . Then one receives the Holy Spirit at a definite time, upon definite people,
in a definite act of faith in a second for a definite purpose never to be rephase of his Christian life, as he received peated. This marked his officia l leaderChrist by an act of faith in the first phase. ship in the churcb. Some see his work
Proponents view Spirit baptism as dis- in a symbolic sense. Whereas men were

W
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divided at Babel (Gen. 11 :9) because
of differences in tongues, through the
Spirit they may be unified again. But
the · important thing the Spirit came
upon the Jews, and they understood
the gospel irrespective of the difference in language.
The second reference is that the Holy
Spirit came upon the Gentiles and they
understood. This is important. If the
Spirit had not come in fu ll measure upon the Gentiles, as he had upon the
Jews, there would have been a division
in the followers from the first. Enough
of this existed as it was.
On the third dccasion mentioned the
Spirit came upon a people quite some
distance away, a totally different culture and circumstance, and later in
time. This was proof that such matters
as provincialism, cu lture, or distance
in time did not, nor does now, effect
the work of the Holy Spirit. Paul brings
these two ideas together in Ephesians
2 to show that God has made of two
(Jews and Gentiles) one nation through
the work of the Spirit.
The Holy Spirit that liberated the
tongues in Acts 2:1-13 and enabled the
Jews to speak the Gospel also liberated
the tongues of Cornelius' household
and the disciples in Ephesus. They spake
in tongues (languages.) What language?
A heaven ly language? Not necessarily.
Bo'th groups possessed a native language different from those of the Apostles. In the new experience of conversion and excitement of the moment it
wou ld be most natural for them to break
out in their native tongues as they expressed their new found faith to one
another and to those standing by. The
simple explanation of .these scriptures
is that the Holy Spirit came upon the
jews at Pentecost enabling them to
speak that al l would understand the
Gospel in their language. The Holy
Spirit came upon the Gentil es who understood the gospel and as the result
spake in their own language so their
people cou ld understand also .
You wi ll note this is a natural explanation. Most often we have made it a supernatural explanation. But we do not
take anything away from God to call
it natural, because he is God of the
natural as well as the supernatural. We
are under no oqligation to seek out
the supernatura l i n interpreting the
scriptures when the natural wi ll do.
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We are seeking a meaningful experience in the use of tongues here, and
this explanation gives a clue.
A_cts and I Corinthians show us two
'"'classifications of tongues. I recognize that some make no distinction,
but this seems true, nevertheless.
Tongues in Acts deals with language, or
dialects. Tongues in I Corinthians 14
deals with ecstatic utterances. The former is understandable language; the
latter is unintelligible noise, for the
most part. Ecstatic utterances are the
results of being caught up in an overmastering feeling of rapture or exhiliration, delirious with joy.
A source of misunderstanding is that
we have tried to make Christianity an
ecstatic religion. It is not. Nature religions are much better for expressing
ecstatic religion than Christianity. Paul
confronted them on every hand around
the Mediterranean Sea. There is good
reason to believe that this is what he
faced in the Corinthian Church. If one
is looking for ecstasy, drugs can produce this. Some have taken this view
and made the drug culture a part of
their religion. Ecstatic religion is subjective, looking inwardly, exam inin g
itself through feeling. Christianity is
an experiential religion but is objec.
tive, looking outwardly, and examining
itself in relation to love, tru st, and obedience to j esus Christ.
·
This is not to say that there is no
ecstasy. It is basically of an ethical nature, of character. We would not exclude ecstasy from Christianity, but
when we try to make it the undergirding
factor in Christianity we are in serious
trouble. The ecstatic one is satisfied
when he has experienced ecstasy. Paul
seems to be pointing toward ecstasy
when he says, "Covet to prophesy, and
forbid not to speak in tongues ." I Corinthi ans 14:39. He is not forbidding
ecstasy, but goes beyond this to the
basic element of the Christian life.'
What is the purpose in tongues? In
Acts they authenticated the words of
our Lord who promised that the Spirit
would take his place to complete his
work. The Spirit prompted them . Too,
tongues authenticated the gospel message, along with other signs. Those who
hea rd in their lan guage, believed and
were saved. They played the part of
vehicles of commun ication.
In I Corinthians 14, however, you
have something else. There, tongues
do not authenticate; they confuse. As
a matter of fact, in the light of Paul's
discussion, it is a bit difficult to know
what good they really accomplished.
They certainly did not help build the
church, nor explain the gospel message.
A casual reading of the chapter reveals
this.
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In verse 6 Paul is puzzled . He asks
how tongues can help. In verse 9 he
says tongues not understood is like
speaking in the air. One might as well
be speaking in the wind. He goes on to
show that musical instruments or
buglers must sound proper notes if one
is to understand the meaning, or there
is · no authentication that harmonious
music is being p[ayed, or charge to battle given. Paul urges in verse 12 to ask
for the best gift if they are going to ask,
so the whole church will be helped.
Sounds as though gift of the tongues is
not the best gift.
Five words understood authenticates
the gospel more than 10,000 unknown
words will, verse 19. If an unsaved person hears such tongues, verse 23, he is
likely to think t.he one speaking is mad
(crazy.) But the crowning blow to the
idea of tongues not authenticating the
gospel comes in verse 28. If no one is
present to interpret tongues the speaker
must keep si lent in the church and talk
silently to himself and to God. There is
no authentication of the gospel in the
use of tongues in I Corinthians such as
found in Acts.
ongues speaking is not necess(!ri'ly a
Christia·n experience. Evipence of
this is seen since tongue speaki ng has
broken out in reli gions which do not
profess Christ ·as Saviour. Paul says "no
man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but
by the Holy Spirit," I Corinthians 12:3.
Does it not seem strange that the . Holy
Spirit would honor those who do not
honor Jesus Christ? This experience is
not a distinct Christian experience in
itself.
Tongues may be experienced which
are not Holy Spirit produced. From
scripture study I do not know whether
the Holy Spirit is prompting tongue
speak ing today. In all honesty, I would
have to say that in spite of claims I have
heard. I am sure that there is "tongues
speaking" today. They are spirit produced. They may not be, nor is it necessary to claim, that they are Holy Spirit
produced.

T

Man is body matter and spirit. He is
mind, emotion, and will as well as flesh.
He is psychical as well as physical. It is
possible for many factors to stim ulate
his spiritual or psychical nature which
might cause ecstatiC exp ressions. The
subco nscious in man is little understood . Retention and subliminal processes produce actions beyond one's
control. One can be cond itioned to do
certain things by suggestion and past
events. The conscious and the will are
swept away by emotion. One is carried
along as though he were engu lfed in
powerful psychical forces. No doubt
one might speak strange things in a
strange way. But it would hardly be

proper to claim this is of the Holy Spirit
simply because it was spiritually or psychically produced. This is my reason for
saying one might be moved to speak in
tongues but no( moved by the Holy
Spirit to do so.
Paul is very plain about tongues in I
Corinthians 14. In chapters 12-14 he
speaks of the unity of the church and
what preserves its harmony. His first
observation is that one who speaks in
tongues builds up himself, verse 4. Perhaps this is why some · who speak in
tongues speak disparagingly of the
church. They are interested only in
building up themselves. It is self-centered experience. The church suffered
at Corinth. It stil l does under this emphasis. Only prophesy builds up the
church.
Prophesy means to teach, to communicate knowledge to another, to explain difficulties, and to bring the mind
up to the right level of information.
Teaching is the very first cond ition of
the building up of mind and character.
Edification is not the fixing of one's
attention upon self, his personality,
attainment and progress, or building up
others whereby we build up ourselves.
Christianity calls for every human power
to its highest uses, it never encourages
sentiment for sentiment, nor allows itself to be made the convenience of
genius. Its work is redemption of the
person and society. Mere sound cannot
edify. It may excite and stimulate, please
the ear, but make no contribution, because it is not distinctive.
Paul is easi ly understood in 14:5.
"Greater is he that prophesies than he
who speaks in tongues, except he interprets." If one is going to interpret
after he has spoken in tongues, why not
speak understandingly in the first place?
Paul said the spirits of prophets are
subject to prophets, verse 32. He placed
responsibility upon the speakers. One
was to control what he said. In simple,
language Paul says if one thinks he has
attained superior merit for having
spoken in tongues he is wrong, because
he who speaks understandingly is greater. For one who may have had a guilty
feeling about not speaking in tongues
such a statement shou ld be helpful.
According to Paul tongues are the
signs of children in understanding,
verse 20. It is permissible to be children
in malice but in understanding be men.
The Apostle is calling on those who
had been indulging in tongue speaking
to become mature in their thinking and
experiences. It is no harm to be children; it is harmful to remain children
when mature manhood is needed . He
did not think tongue speaking expressed maturity.
He pretty well throttles tongue speaking in verses 27-28. If there was to be
tongue speaking in public it was to be
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two, or at most by three, and that to be
done in turn. Let one interpret. If there
be no interpreter then let there be no
speaking in public, whatsoever.
Perhaps you have- heard the expression. "But Paul did not forbid speaking
in tongues ." That is right. He did not.
There was no need to. He exposed
them. In the light of .1 Corinthians 14,
he so revealed their inadequacy to express New Testament Christianity that
he felt such exposure sufficient to solve
the problem .
isplaced emphasis is the whole
issue of tongue speaking. Christ
did not speak in tongues, nor command
anyone to do so . There is no suggestion
that the disciples spoke in tongues when
he asked them to receive the Spirit in
john 20:22 . No Apostle advocated it.
No command 'is given for it. No appeal
is made to it. Paul, the theologian of
the Holy Spirit, did not advocate its
usage to build the church. It has been
blown out of proportion to its value in
Christian experience. Paul admitted he
had his ecstatic moments, but never
used these as the norm by which he
lived, nor encouraged others to do so.
It seems to· have been used as a sub- ·
terfuge, a method of escapism from
reality and difficulty, and an end in
itself. Its emphasis has substituted
ecstasy fo'r ethics, feeling for facts and
faith.
It seems ironical that in a day when
men are turning heaven and earth to
communicate, trying to be understood,
that so many are turning to unintelligible tongues to convey a message. If
there was ever a day when men should
hear in their own language it is now.
jesus became man so man could better
grasp what God had done for man. ·
The clearer and more precise we can
make the language man understands
the better off he will be.
In conclusion, let me say this study
grew 'out of personal involvement. I
have been acquainted with the tongues
movement all my life. During the past
10 years numerous books and pamphlets have been. turned my way .
Friends have wanted me to have th1s
experience. About two years ago a small
book was given me written by a Presbyterian layman in California on his experience with tongues, with directions
to attain this experience. Before reading the book I engaged in prayer. As
honestly as I knew how I promised God
I would read the book with as open
mind as possible. I asked him to give
the ability to do so. If there was something lacking which was available I
wanted it. I told him I had no idea what
1 might be asked to do by the autho~,
but I was willing to put myself at h1s
disposal. I knew from the introduction
the book'·s general contents. I also knew
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what had been taught and the doctrine
of my church . I had come to the cross
roads. There was th e possibility I would
have to resign my church and leave the
Baptist ministry . 1 might be called to go
another direction . All this, and more,
I faced. I promised God that I was in his
hands; at his disposal, and wa s willing
to be led, whatever the consequences.
I began praying . I had been instructed
to start praying and as I moved into real
prayer and communion I would be led
into a state where God took over my
speech and I would begin speaking in
a language not my own, a most beautiful language and experience. As I earnestly entered into prayer, sincere and
open as I knew how, something bega~
happening. Gradually, but clearly, as 1f
someone had pulled the blinds of a
window to shut out light I began freezing up in my prayer. I had the sensation to stop praying, get up off my
knees, and go on my way. My interest
died. The impression was that for me
there was nothing to be gain ed in this
and I was to go about my business without any further worry on the subject.

Pea<:e to bring
chaplaincy reduction
ATLANTA (BP) - With the wind down
of the Vietnam war, a reduction of
chaplains serving in the armed forces is
being felt, ·southern Baptist Director of
Chaplaincy )ames W . Kelly, said here.
"The reduction started some years ago
and is now being more keenly felt by
some denominations than others including Southern Baptists. The SBC is
experiencing a' lull in the recruitment of
chaplains for active duty, and this is
likely to continue for a few years," he
said.
Kelly, formerly Navy Chief of
Chaplains, learned
recently
in a
Washington briefing that the Navy
expects to reduce their chaplaincy force
by as much as 150 from the 950 Navy
chaplains now serving . The Air Force,
now with about 1,040 chaplains will
decrease neraly 100. The Army expects
to mai.ntain its corps of chaplains at
1,450.
While all branches of the military will
be taking new chaplains this year, Kelly
said he thinks Chaplains will be
recruited mainly from denominations
which are under quota.
He said Southern Baptists exceeded
their quota some years ago when
qualified pastors volunteered for the
chaplaincy when the need was great and
other
denominations
were
not
providing their quota of chaplains.
At present time 738 Southern Baptist
chaplains are serving in the reserve,
National Guard, and Civil Air Patrol
chaplain corps. There are 539 Southern
Baptist chaplains serving on active duty.

•

A re A meri ca ns b ecomin g more
alco holi c? A pparentl y so. The
A merican Hospi tal Ass o ciati o n
rece ntl y decl ared that 25 to 30
p rce nt of all ad ult m ed ica lsurgical patients in metropoli
tan hospitals, regard less of
d iagnosis, were fo u nd to be
sufferi ng from alcoholism . An
est im ated 9 m illi o n m embers of
o ur society are alcoho li cs. They
are i nvo lved in ap proxima tely
50 pe rce nt of o u r hi ghway and
ho m e acc ide nts.
(From " Intelli ge nce Report,"
Parade magazine, )an. 28, 1973)
• Pare nts wh o feed upon a stead
do e of a1cohol tobacco, and
tra nq uili zers are more lik ely to
have chil dren wh o swall ow
the ir elders' hab its along wi th
the da ily pa bl u m . At ad o lesce nce, the seco nd genera tio n
is mo re lik ely t ha n not to add
ma ri jua na and LSD to t h eir
o th er ho me-grown ad di cti o ns.
Th is associ ati o n betwee n parental and adolesce nt dr ug use
w as ex pl ored by Reg ina ld G.
Smart and Dia nn e Fejer of the
A dd iction Research Foun dati on
in Toro nto, who st u d ied 8,865
su burban and urban h ighschool stude nts . The relationshi p w as even closer w hen
pa rent and ch il d used t he same
dru g, such as t ranquili ze rs,
ba rb iturates, or d epressa nts.
(Human Behavi o r, p. 28,
)an . 1973)
• The f1rst co mprehensive probe
of credi t-ca rd use in the U nited
Stat es fou nd evide nce that berat mg the card t hat feeds you
is a favonte na tio nal pasti m e.
Ha lf of all American fa mili es use
at least one cred it card, but 75
perce nt co mp la in cred it is an
annoyin g co nven ience beca use
it makes it too easy to buy
t hin gs they don ' t re all y n eed
or ca n' t afford. "Few A m ericans
te nd to t hink of credi t ca rds as
a good t hm g w het her t hey use
them or not," sa ys Lew1 s F.
M an dell w ho d irected interview s w 1t h 3,880 heads of
house ho lds for t he Instit ute of
Soci al Resea rch at the U nive rSity of M1 h1gan.
(H um an Behavior, p. 43,
)an. 1973)
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Prayer and faith
encouraged POWs
SUBIC BAY NAVAL AIR STATION,
THE PHILIPPINES- (ABNS)- Almost all
of the returnin g American prisoners of
war are testifying to the power of prayer
and faith in the pri so n ca mps, according
to an American Baptist Navy chap lain
stat ion ed here.
('The key to the ir surv ival and to their
menta l and emotiona l health was a deep
ab idin g and growing relationship with
God," said Chaplain (LCDR) Alex B.
Aronis, an Amer ican Baptist involved in
the ministry to returning POWs here, in
a lette r to Chap lain Charl es F. W ill s,
Director of A meri can Baptist Chaplain cy
Services, Valley Forge, Pa.
"Th e sto ry of the r e li g iou s
ex peri ences of these men is in sp irin g
beyo nd words," Chap lain Aronis wrote.
' ~ Durin g the most difficult, the most
painful, the darkest ho urs, God
sustained them and enab led them to get
through."
One returning POW told Chaplain
Aronis, "W ithout God, I would not have
been ab le to surv ive."
" In ot her wo rd s," Aro ni s rep li ed,
"God rea ll y helped you."

"No," the returnee sa id, " not merely
helped. I mean it when I say I could not
have made it without God pu llin g me
through."
The form er POWs told Chap lain
Aronis of worship serv ices, cho irs, and
scr ipture st udi es whi ch occurred in most
of the prisoner of war camps. The
favorite hymns of the prisoners had
been, "In the Garden," "You'll Nev'er
Walk Alone," " Wh at A Friend W e Have
in Jes us," and, " Holy, Holy, Holy!"
The 23rd Psalm, beginning, "The Lord
is my Shep herd, I shall not want," was
cited by the POWs their major means of
Sc riptural support. "Everyone should
know the 23rd Psalm," on e return ee told
Aronis. A lso memorized and shared
amo ng the men were the Beatitudes,
Romans 12, and I Corinthians 13. The
men reconst ruct ed whol e sections of
Scripture out of their memory due to the
unavailability of Bibles.
Their by-word, Aronis said, w as "God
Bless You." Th e greet ing was addressed
freely to one anoth er, eve n to those who
professed to be agnostics or atheists.
"You know," on e POW said after his

Nixon plans tax credit
aid to private schools
WASHINGTON (BP)
President
Nixon sa1d in his State of the Union
mes~ag o n the economy that he wi ll ask
Congress oon for tax credit legislation
to benefit parents of ch il dren in
parochial and private elementary and
secondary school s.
" Tax credit for non -public schoo ls"
was one of seven items which the
President listed among those included in
his 1973 economi package. The li t,
minus details, was m the third installment of President Nixon' s State of the
Union message, traditionally given at the
beginning of each year .
Earlier when the 1974 budget went to
Congress , the President included
proposals to provide a tax cred it of up to
$200 a year per pup il for parents of
chi ldren m non-public schools.
"These instituti ons are a val uab le
national resource, relieving the public
school system ot enrollment pressures,
injecting a welcome variety into our
educational process, and expanding the
options of mil li ons of parents," Nixon
said in h1s State of the Economy
message
The President's v1ews on findi ng so me
way to aid parochial schools are well
known This issue was prom inent in his
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campaign last fall and he has said
repeatedly that the government must
help the ailing parochial school system.
The ultimate outcome of such
legislation is subject to much debate in
Washington. On one hand, the powerful
chairman of the House Ways dnd Means
Committee, Wilbur D. Mi lls (D., Ark.),
supports the idea as a part of a larger tax
package . He believes the plan is
constitutional and wi ll pass the House of
Representatives.
"I back this type of aid, which goes to
the parent and not to the school,
because of the unsound financial
condition the private schools are in. It is
fair to give tax support to all schools, not
just public schools," M ill s said.
On the Senate Side of Congress the
outlook for tax cred it legislation is
unsure. Sen. Sam ). Ervin (D., N.D.), the
Senate's foremost constitutional lawyer,
is strongly opposed to the idea.
Ervin said recently that such aid to
parents in t>ssence gives government
money raised from all the people to
benefit certain churches Ervin accused
President Nixon of lacking "devotion to
the First Amendment" in his dedication
to give pub li c funds to paroch ial
schools.

release here, "now that we are back
w e'll have to remember Philippians 4:13
all over aga in, and instead of, 'I ca n do
all thin gs,' it sho!Jld be, 'We can do all
things, through Chri st, who st rengthens

us.'"
Wh en the ret urning POWs sat down
for their first mea l at the Subi c Bay Naval
Air Station here, a Navy dietician not ed
that she had never seen so many peop le ·
bow their hea ds to say a table grace.
"The reli gious expe rience was so
significant and so beneficial for some,"
Chapl ain Aronis wrote, "that two that I
know of sa id they were glad they had
th e prison expe ri ence because of what
they lea rn ed in terms of life, values, and
prioriti es. " On e POW went so far as to
tell Aronis th at everyone would benefit
from one or two years in a POW camp.
"However," Aronis pointed out, '.'He
didn't feel it was particularly beneficial
after the second yea r."
Most of the ret urn ees were in good
physical co ndition, in many cases
becau se of a rigorous calisthenics
routine. One POW has performed a
record of 600 pu sh-ups, and several had
accompli shed over a thousand sit-ups.
"The cleanlin ess of the hospital here
impressed most of the POWs, Aronis
said. "One grabbed the tooth paste
made avai lab le to him and kept bru shing
his teeth until th e tube wa s squeezed
out. His escort asked me wh ere he could
find more toothpaste."
One of the return ees told Aronis that
he had eaten three steaks and six eggs at
his first meal.
The prison ex perience made the men
"so thankful to God that the
thankfulness expressed itse lf in a sp irit of
courtesy,
graciousness,
and
thoughtfulness, "Aronis said. "I wa s
tickled by th e way one man spoke of
God's presence: 'The moment my feet
touched down on North Vi et namese
soil, God was standing next to me. He
was three buildings tall, and the tip of hi s
shoes came to my forehead and he said
to me, "I'm going to be with you .and I'm
going to take care of you."'"
"The stories just kept co ming,'/ Aronis
worte, "not beca use I was pumping but
because they ju st had to be told. It was
the kind of spontaneous sharing of
·Good News that is apparent in the New
Testament."
Chaplain ·A ronis is a graduate of the
U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, Md.
He was commissioned as an ensign in
1955, and resigned hi s commission in
1959 in order to enter Full er Th eological
Seminary, Pasadena, Calif. He returned
to active dury in th e Navy as a chaplain
in 1964, and has bee n stationed at Subic
Bay Sin ce 1971 .
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Book reviews ___________~-------distinctives .as he has found them
the Shepherd's Psalm. With the plethora
of material on this psalm, the author
through research. Nothing much is
Guidebook for The New Christian
makes two additional points. His has
suggested in the section of the
Author: Gordon, Ernest, and Funk, Peter experience with the animal. (If we
ordinances. Local church authority for
Publisher: Harper and Row, 1972
accept him in all he says, he must have
baptism is only given one line. The idea
Price: $4.95 (134 pages)
been the best sheep rancher in all East
of "close comm union" being "close
A primer for the new convert who Africa.) Also, he does not repeat the
baptism" is set out as the historic baptist
does not have a strong tie to a local maudlin
sent im enta lity
u sua lly
distinctive with practices differing today.
church . Systematically the authors associated with Psalm 23.
discuss theological concepts as livin g
Beyond this, the book has some
Probing The New Testament
experiences· a new believer would shortcomings. Allegory is often strained
Author: Hunter, A.M.
encounter.
as when a mixture of brandy and water
P.ublisher: John Knox Press, 1972
Speaking to a broad audience, used to warm a frozen sheep is likened
Price: 156 pages ($2.45 paper)
concepts of the church would naturally to the blood of Christ poured out at
By the author's own admission he has
be weakened. More emphasis is given Calvary. A sweeping statement such as
wondered through the New Testament
the free expression of the Christian life.
"wool in scripture speaks of the self-life,
picking out words which modern
Accord ing to the authors, "no. one self-will, self-assertion, self-p rid e," is scholars have illumined with fresh
may determine exactly where his or her used without basis in fact and ignores a
meanin g.
conversio n takes place." Quite a lengthy passage such as Isaia h 1:18.
Previous writings give Hunter a "built
space is given to divine h ealing and
Other than treating li ghtly the biblical
in" readership. His word studies are
tongues are a language to speak to God.
revelation, the book is interesting and
"persona l, idiosyncratic and discursive,"
Sacraments are something visible to
informative about sheep ranching. It . and his readers wou ld have ·them no
tell us about the invisible. The action of
does help us get a step closer to the
other way.
\
God makes common things holy. It is the
environment which gave birth to the
"Mansions" are not "over the hill
sacrament of our lives that binds us to
Psalm. It is not difficult to see why God's
top" but the promise of Christ that we
Christ, and that to which we bear
people are so often likened to sheep or will always have rooms in God's house.
w itness.
why we are so fond of the Good
The root meaning of koinonia is "one
A selective bibliography is included,
Shepherd motif of Christ.
who shares w ith you," i.e. a partner. But .
but it is somewhat advanced (I and
it is vertical as well as ho ri zontal.
Thou) for the new convert.
Barefoot in the Church
Pa ul indulges in a "pun"- a play on
Not expecially h elpful for most new · Author: A ll en, Donald R.
words with Philemon about the
Christians with whom we have contact. .
Publisher: Jo hn Knox, 1972
retu rn of Onesimus.
178 pages
Well worth the investment for just
How I Changed My Thinking
The house church movement is a pleasurable reading. It is also loaded
About the Church
catalyst for renewal. Scriptu ral in basic with useable material.
Author: Halverson, Richard C.
(oikon ekk lesia; Rom. 16:5, 1 Co r. 16:19,
Publisher: Zondervan, 1972
Col. 4:15) the house church is the
DIO #1
Price: $3.95 (120 pages)
primary structure of the Trinity
Aut hor: Stainback, A. H.
Frustrations that plague us have been Presbyterian Church, of which the
Publisher: LeRoi, Jefferson City, Mo.,
shared by Halverson. Pastors find author is pastor.
1972
themselves thinking up tasks to keep
Ch urch renewal is a searc h for the
Price: $4.95 (164 pages)
their people busy. People are so busy in basic purpose of the church's ex istance.
A m o ng the things th at will always be
church work they have not had time to New life to some means speaking in the
with us are books o f illu strat ions and
do the work of the chu rch. One of the vernacular, others are interpret in g new
sermon outlin es. Thi s seems to be a
ironic facts about the institutional life as a discovery of unknown tongues.
comb inat ion of both in a dictionary
ch urch is that all of the criteria for its Denominations with a history of
format. It is the first in a series of six
success are materialistic.
aristocratic formality are lead ing the way
volumes. Illustrat ions are stock and
The Christian commun ity represents in "shoes-off" human interact i,o n, while
somew h at removed
from reality.
the chief resources for all the efforts to those low churches who have had their
Sermon outlines are reproductions of a
oppose oppression and racism, to meet shoes off for decades are wondering
topical concordance.
the needs of the inner city, and to where t h e renewal is in all of this.
* * *
oppose forces which demean and
A helpfu l book for those interested in
dehumanize. There is no greater the type of ministry provided by a
challenge today to a serva nt of Christ growin g number of "house churches."
than to pastor a local congregatio n,
supplyin g the resources necessa ry to· Why I Am A Baptist
Through the
attempt to solve the problems of the Author: Odel, Joe T. (Compiler)
Cooperative
commun ity.
Publisher: Broad man 1972
Optimistic and constructive but hi gh ly 128 pages
Program
overpriced for the contribution it
Brief statements by well-known
makes. But, it's nice to read.
Baptists, giving their reasons for bein g
Baptist. Most all SBC, but other
denominational groups are represented.
Psalm 23
There are six sermons on t h e same
Author: Kell er, Phi llip
theme, each man representing a
Publisher: Zondervan, 1972
different area of Baptist life.
Price : $3.95 (1 42 pages)
The compil er sets out in theological
Experiehce as a sh eep rancher in East
Africa is used to write this devotional on structure a summary of Baptist

By E. A. Pipkins
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Man has gone astray
By Roy Gean Law, Pastor
First Church, Ozark

Once upon a tim e was forbidden by God. People come
in Arkansas, a man into contact on occasion with sin, but
owned a country ·Christians are not to al low themselves
store. It was a typical to be constant ly associating with it.
store of its day . The fina l stage of sin is submission. Eve
Outside stood one; looked (desired), touched (associated
glass-topped gaso- with), and finally ate (submitted to) the
line pump from forbidden fruit.
The consequences of the sin of Adam
which
customers
usually bought two and Eve was threefold: Submission of
or five ga llons. In- the woman to the man, physical labor
side there were of the mari against the elements, and
Law
shelves down each death, (G en. 3:16-19.)
wall with candy, canned goods, flour,
Man continued to go astray (Ps. 14:·1-3)
meal, etc., stacked neatly on them.
So corrupt did man become that the
There were bins for potatoes, onions,
Psalmist says some were foolish enough
and beans. In the back just behind the
to deny the very existence of God . They
old pot-bellied stove was the storage were vile and had done evi l works . In
area for sacks of livestock feed.
fact, there was no one doing good.
The store owner had two sons. Every- " . .. all are disloyal, all are rotten to the
thing in the store was avai lable for core; not one does anything good, no,
these boys to use as needed except one
not even one" (vs. 3 N.E.B.) The New
item - the "smok in' " tobacco. This Testament expresses it, " . . . there is
they sto le, from their own father's store,, none righteous, no, not one," (Rom.
and went to the barn to smoke.
3:10) and," ... all have sinned and come
In this unit we have been study in g short of the glory of God" (Rom . 3:23.)
"Our Human Situation ." We look ed
A man's action grows out of his philosoat the world God created and the man
phy. When he declares there is no God,
he had made to care for it. We studied
his action will always reveal it.
about the responsibility of this man. In
The cause of man's going astray
today's lesson we find that the man
(Jer. 17:9)
had access to everyt hin g "in the store"
Preachers will often preface a remark
except one thing. Like the little boys, with the words, "if I know my own
he had to have that forbidden · item
heart." Who can know his heart? Can
also. "Man has gone astray." Thus sin
he really know the terrible sin or the
came into the world to harrass man- great joy it is ab le to cause? Because of
kind to this very day.
our modern knowledge of the human
The first time man went astray
organ known as the heart, it has lost
(Gen. 3:1-19)
much of its mystery. However, heart
Man's great adversary is Satan. He in the Bible refers to the center of the
found Adam and Eve in this perfect man's emotions and passions. This constate and sought to destroy them. He trol center of man is "th.e most deceitful
brought great temptation to bear on of all things, desperately sick" (N.E.B.)
Eve and she sinned. Then, feeling no Some say, ·"let your conscience be your
immediate ill effects, she led Adam to guide." There is something wrong with
sin also.
the conscience of man which can only
There is a definite pattern of sin which be repaired by God. Your conscience
Satan sti ll uses today. Eve first look ed will trick you! You can trust your conat the fruit. She had undoubtedly see n science only if you are saved and if you
it before. Yet this time she looked with are all owing yourself to be led by the
desire. The fruit sudden ly was "good Sp irit of God.
for food" and "pleasant to the eyes"
The result of man's going astray
(Gen. 3:6.) Sin always begins with de(Jer. 17:10; Rom. 1:28- 2:24)
sire! The second stage of a sinful acThe Old Testament tells us that God
tion is association. Eve "took of the knows the mind and heart of a man.
fruit" (Gen. 3:6.) She touched the fruit. He will call every man to account for
God had not forbidden touching, just his sin ()er. 17:10.)
The Apostle Paul dealt with this probeatin g. Satan added this twist (Gen.
3:3.) For Eve to have come into contact
The Outlines of the International Bible Lesson for
with the tree was not · forbidden, but Christian Teaching, Uniform Series, are copyrighted
this was no casua l contact. It was de- by the International Council of Religious Education.
liberate assoc iation with that which Used by permission.
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School lesson

International
March 18, 1973
Genesis 3:1-19
Psalm 14:1-3
Jeremiah 10:23; 17:9-10
Romans 1:28-2:24
lem in the Roman letter. He spoke of
people who had gotten so evi l they
did not even acknowledge God. As a
result God all owed them to become
victims of their own passions. They did
every kind of sin known to them and
even invented some new ones. "They
tried to misunderstand, broke their
promises, and were heartless- without
pity. They were fully aware of God's
death penalty for these crimes, yet they
went right ahead and did them anyway, and encouraged others to do them,
too" (Rom. 1:31, 32 L.N.T.) Paul says it
is natural for people to judge this kind
of individual though it should not be
done. The very one~ who do the judging
stand in need of j'udgment also. God
will judge every man because of sin.
"For there is no respect of persons with
God" (Rom . 2:10.) There will come a
"day when God will judge the secrets
of men by Jesus Christ. . ." (Rom. 2:16.)
There is punishment for all sin . The
sin of the believer is covered by the
death of jesus while the sin of the unbeliever is punishable by death. The
lu st (desires) of the heart give birth
to sin, and when sin is full-grown it
causes death (James 1 :15.)

The answer for man's going astray
(Jer. 10:23)
Man is not capable of determining
a course of action which will please
God. All of the religions of the world
except Chri st ianity have one thing in
common, a path for man to follow to
be assured of eterna l life . .Buddhism
has its Noble Eightfo ld Path and Islam
has its Five Pillars of the Faith. Christianity is dramatically different! While
it has the Ten Commandments, the
Bible nowhere teaches that eternal life
is a matter of keeping rules - even
these. The Old Testament individual
was secure only by faith in the promise
of God (Heb. 11) and the New Testament exp lain s that "Because of His kindness you have been saved through trustin g Christ" (Eph. 2:8 L.N.T.) Salvation
is not man striving to pl·ease a dead,
unmovable god, but it is God coming
down to man. It was the plan of the
Heavenly Father to make a way for man
to become a chi lo of God through personal faith in jesus, plus nothing and
minus nothing! Only then can it truly
be said to be a work of God's grace.
Next week we advance to a new unit
on the subject of "Christian Redemption."
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Life and Work

The danger of self-trust

March 18, 1973
I Cor. 10:1-13

By Roy E. Chatham, Minister of Education
Central Church, Magnolia

In our study last
week, Paul told the
Corinthians: "I keep
under my body, and
bring it into subjection: lest that by any
means, when I have
preached to others,
I myself should be
a castaway."
This verse prepares the way for
Chatham
our study in this lesson. Paul made this statement, not that
he was afraid he would lose his relationship with the Lord, but concerned
lest he should lose his apostleship.
Somehow, he evidently feared that the
sense of divine authority, the knowledge that God was speaking to and
through him and the consciousness of
the Holy Spirit's power it;~ his testimony
would be taken from him. If that happened, he felt he would have nothing
left for this was the way God showed
His approval of Paul's ministry.
This "holy fear" ought to possess
every Christian - the fear that we
might so live and so grieve the Spirit
that we would become as Samson, who
imagined he had strength, not knowing
that the Spirit of the Lord had left him.

All did partake (I Cor. 10:1-4)
Notice how Paul begins our lesson
today in chapter 10 by showing the
inclusiveness of God's love for His people. The first four verses reveal the privileges of "all" people: they were all
under the cloud; all passed through the
sea; al l baptized into Moses; all did
eat the same spiritual meat; all drank
the same spiritual drink. Every one was
brought through - delivered of God
from Egypt.
They were all sustained by the same
supernatural power that provided them
with food and water. Everything about
the. journey was humanly impossible
for it was all of God. This is a picture
of the tremendous privileges of Christians, the children of God, today. No
matter how weak we are, how ineffective, we are still under His guiding hand.
We have been delivered from the bondage of sin by the shed blood of jesus
at Calvary.

Saved but defeated (I Cor. 10:5)
Of the vast number of Israelites, 20
years of age and older, who came out
of Egypt, on ly two went through with
the real purpose of God - Caleb and
Joshua. God was not pleased with the
others and they died in the wilderness.
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They were saved from the Egyptians
but defeated in their origina l goal of
reaching the land of Canaan. Out of
Egypt but short of Canaan. This group
would represent believers w~o are
saved and redeemed by the blood of
Christ, but who, like many of the Corinthian believers, never reach the place
of real victory and service for God.

Examples which cause defeat
(I Cor. 10:6-12)
In verse 6, Paul points out the first
of severa l examples which helped bring
on the defeat of the people of Israel
as well as any generation. It was lust.
The full story can be found in Numbers
11: the desires of the people for things
completely out of the will of God. He
had provided them with everything they
needed but they were not satisfied they wanted something different. God
knew what was best for them but their
insistent demands caused Him to give
in and give them what they wanted
even though it was not best for them.
God meets a person on the level of
his desires. If we hunger and thirst after
righteousness, He provides us with the
fruit of it. If we desire something out
of the will of God, He allows us to have
that, too. The sad truth here is, He also
sends leanness to our souls. When this
happens, the only thing that sets one
apart as a Christian, from other people,
vanishes.
The next thing Paul mentions isidolatry. This incident relating to the people
of Israel is found in Exodus 32. We must
realize that ido latry does not necessarily mean the worshipping of an idol or
any material object. Id olatry can be
anything which is placed before God.
It may consist of our own wi ll, pride,
unconfessed sin, coveteousness or anything which keeps us from knowing
the fullness of joy and victory in the
Lord.
The third point Paul brings out is
pleasure. After they fashioned the gold en ca lf, verse 7 says "The people sat
down to eat and drink, and rose up to
play." They evidently substituted playtime for prayer time and indulgence ·
for reality. They made religion something comfortable and easy. Something
they cou ld fit into their own pleasures.
Then Paul mentions a grosser sin,
that of fornication . Some of the Israelites committed this evil and it resulted
This lesson tre01tment is based on the Life and Work
Curriculum for Southern Baptist Churches, copyright
by The Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist
Convention. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

in the death of three and twenty thousand in one day. This sto ry is found in
Numbers 25 as relating to the Israelites.
It is found on the pages of history in the
20th Century in every city in our country.
The fifth thing mentioned by Paul is
that of tempting Christ. Numbers 21
relates this story which resulted in the
death of great multitudes.
The last thing is murmuring. This
event, Numbers 21, finds the people
weary of the journey and had become
discontent and sour on the whole idea
of goin g to the Promised Land .

A way of escape (I Cor. 10:13)
But then - ah, then, Paul points out
that God is faithful and just in His dealings and that \ there is deliverance in
the Lord Jesus. Very often, God allows
temptation to come along in a particular way, that He knows we need, in order to draw us to Him. But - with the
temptation, there is a way out - a way
of escape. Check it out in your own ·
life - with every temptation, there is
another direction you can take if you
will just choose it. It comes not before
or after the temptation, but right alongside of it. When you choose this "way
of escape," at that very moment, there
is victory.

Take the "Ups and Downs"
out of
two-story
living.

Install an lnclinette
You can keep that two-story home
and never have to climb ano)her step
with the economical lnclinette - the
modern residential stair lift.
Call us for full information.

Robert Hartenstein
Hartenstein Elevator Co.
(501) 372-2569
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Attendance report

Asmile or two
Passenger - Truck - Bus- Farm Tires
Sales and Service

MOORE- DILLMAN, INC.
17TH AND BOND , LITTLE ROCK, ARK .
376 -8287

North American Industries, Inc .,
Manufacturers of Colored No. 1
Portable Buildings- $3 Sq . Ft. Sizes
8x8 thru 12x40 and mu lti -sectional
units. Located on Highway 37 between Amagon and Grubbs. Call
252-3876 Collect.

A burgular brok e into a mod ern
arti st's hom e, but th e arti st ca ught a
glimpse of th e th ief as he w as leaving
and made a sketch, whi ch he gave to th e
po lice for identification . Within a few
hours, th anks to th e sk etch, th e po li ce
had arr ested. two vu ltures, a rusty
'tractor, a gorilla, and a ta lkin g horse who
refu sed to talk until he·sa w hi s lawyer.

* * *

Peop le are more co mfo rt abl e with old
prob lems th an with new solutions.

* * *
ENJ OY SWEE T ONI ONS!! 600 · ASSORTED SWEET ONION PLANTS with
free planting guide - $4.80 postp aid;
fresh from TE XAS ONION PLAN T CO MPANY, " home of the sweet onion," Farmersville, Texas 7503 1.

Sign on a church bull etin board :
"Drive carefully . Drive defensively. It is
not on ly cars that ca n be recall ed by
th eir mak er."

* * *
Th e new storekee per had bee n told
th at a lot o f Indi ans ca me th ere to trade.
Wh at he hadn't bee n told w as th at most
of th em spok e Engli sh. Wh en he noticed
an Indi an wom an nea r th e glove counter
on e day, see kin g to be helpfu l, he ask ed,
"Squ aw needum gloves ?" To whi ch she
replied, " No, th ank you . I' m ju st waiting
for som eon e. " "Th en, eyes twinkling,
" you needum learn Eng lish?"

Vernon's Bus Sales
New & used buses
28th Street & Kibler Road
. Van Buren, Ark .
Phone 501 474-3755

Grand Europe Motorcoach Tour

* * *

$1079 from Dallas
June 7-28. Direct from Dallas to Holland,
German y, Switzerland, Italy, Monaco,
France , England - Spec ial Features Early Reservation s Necessary - Write
Today: Dr. Cecil Sutley, OBU , Arkadelphia, Ark. 719 23.

Th e Sunday School teacher as ked one
littl e girl if sh e kn ew th e story of Adam
and Eve. "First God created Ad am," she
said , "th en He look ed at him and said, 'I
think I can do better.' So, He created
girl s."

ili '

LITTLE GIANT
The name lo remember t_or

FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRIES
WATER HEATERS
SPIRES - CROSSES

HOLY LAND AND EUROPE
May 3 1-June 14 - $999 (Italy, Greece,
Egypt, Lebanon , Israel) - Optional 7-day

~
I ' ·' I~ Church
credit plans available,
· . . .. •..; .r
Free colored brochure .

ext. (Switze rl and , France, England) -

LITTLE GIANT MANUFACTURING CO.

Features- Write Tod ay: Dr. Robert Stagg,

YOU

C A L L ED

Th e Rob ert G. l ee Chopel

Special

O.B. U., Arkadelphia, Ark. 7 1923

Box 518 1 Orange, Texas 77630
Phone: 713-883-4246

ARE

$299 . Experienced Leader -

I N.T 0

FULL-TIME
CHRISTIAN SERVICE?

Needing thorough training in Bible, homiletics, chur ch administra tion, evan gelism ,
Christian history, religious educa tion, church
music, and r elated subjects ?
Wanting these only in a
Southern Baptist school?
But lacking either your high school or college credits, or· oth erwise unabl e to
undertake the regular seminary course?
No college graduates accepted, except in t he summer session, June 11 t hrough
July 6. Write for a catalog or other infor mation.

BAPTIST

BIBLE

INSTITUT E

A three-year theological school owned and controll ed
by the Florirl a Baptist Convention.
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1303 College Drive
Graceville, Florida

M arch 7, 1973
Sunday
Sc hool
65
50
337
71
35
56
275
32

Church
Alexa nd e r, First
Alicia
Alm a, First
Al pe na
Bann e r, Mt. Zio n
Be ir ne, First
Be nto nvi ll e, First
Be ll a Vi sta Missio n
Be rryvill e
First
Free m an He ig ht s
Roc k Sp rin gs
Blyt hev ille, Gos ne ll
Boo nevill e
First
Gle nda le
Cabot, Mt. Carm el
Ca mde n, First
Ch e rokee Baptis t M issio n
Co nway, Seco nd
Crossett
First
Mag no li a
Mt.Oii ve
De rm o tt , Te mp le
Des Arc, First
El Dorado, Cale do ni a
Farmin gto n, First
Fo rrest City, First
Ft. Smith
Fi rst
Have n He ights
O ak Cliff
Temp le
Tri n ity
Gran dv iew
Greenwood, First
Ham pto n, Fi rst
Harri so n, Eag le He ig ht s
Westside First, Heber Sp rin gs
He le na, First
Hope
Calva ry
First
Ho t Spr ings
Leonard Street
Park Place
Vista He ig ht s
Jackso nville, First
Jo nes bo ro , Ce nt ra l
Nettl eto n
Lake Vill age, Park way
Lavaca, First
Lin co ln, First
Little Roc k
Crysta l Hill
Geye r Sprin gs
Li feli ne
Martind ale
Nail 's Me mo ri al
Wake fi e ld, First
Woodl aw n
Mableva le, Shann o n Hills
Me lbo urn e, Be lview
Mont ice ll o , Seco nd
' North Litt le Roc k
Ba rin g C ross
Calva ry
Grave l Rid ge
Levy
Park Hill
Sylva n Hi lls
Paragou ld, East Side
Pari s, Fi rst
Pi ne Bluff
Ce nt e nni al
First
Gre e n Mea d ows
Seco nd
South Side
Prairie G rove, Fi"rst
Roge rs, First
Roland , Natural Ste ps
Ru sse ll vi ll e
Ke ll e y He ig hts
Seco nd
Springdal e
Be rry Street
Ca udle Aven u e
Elm da le
First
Van Bu re n, First
Mi ss io n
Vand e rvoo rt, Fi rst
Warre n
Imm anu e l
Westside
West He le na
Seco nd
West He le na C hurch
W. Me mphis, Va nde rbilt Ave.
Wooste r

Church
Ch.
Training Ad d ns.
25
35
100
37
14
30

187
120
101
180

63
30
55
77

215
83
191
504
107
313

194
37
56
61
35
95

591
197
353
103
197
31
105
769

168
152
207
53
78
21
41
159

11 94
228
203
130
198
90
276
130
258
103
260

323
11 4
77
57
60
73
94
29
113
42
100

156
486

76
137

78
381
103
401
592
287
49
293
220

69
126
74
68
159
121
31
11 5
76

149
704
629
96
100
56
104
72
146
187

75
221
163
50
38
40
44
40
70
81

S40
379
170
398
723
260
218
350

136
153
82
75
96
89
110
81

183
671
75
166
764
187
638
87

62
173
35
63
213
82
108
52

52
200

30
90

127
123
381
846
493
42
30

49
37
87
12
191

294
65

88
40

229
266
11 9
96

124
70
63
76
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Southern Baptist datelines
Pay expenses to get lay
involvement, SBC urged
NASHVILLE (BP) - More laym en could b e involved in
annual sessions of th e South e rn Baptist Convention if local
church es would pay th eir trav el expenses to att end, an
opinion poll of a random sampl e of So uth ern Bapti st laym e n
disclosed he re.
.
Th e survey was conducted at th e requ est o f th e SB C
Executive Committee in res ponse to a moti o n ado pt ed at th e
SBC in Phil ad elphi a last Jun e askin g t h e Co mmittee to study
m ea ns of involvin g more laym e n in th e annu al co nvent io n .
Gl endon M cCullough, exec ut ive sec retary of th e SBC
Brotherhood Commi ssion, th e denomin ati o n's orga ni zation
for laymen and boys, m ad e th e motion, propo sin g th e
·poss ibility of chan gin g th e co nve nti o n dates " to a tim e
laymen can attend more co nve ni ently ."
At th e sa m e co nventi o n a survey o f th e 6,429
"m essengers" (d e legates) attendin g di scl osed th at 82.8
percent of thos e attendin g w er e church staff m embe rs,
d enomin ation al w o rk ers, m iss io nari es o r th e wi ves. o f such
ch ~ rc h profession al's; and onl y 13.3 perce nt w ere lay
pe'rsons.
·
In an effort to urge more laym e n to att e nd th e
conv ention, and in res po nse to th e findin gs o f th e survey ju st
compl eted th e Executive Co mmittee vo ted to enco urage
church es t~ pay, or share, ex penses o f lay pe rso ns attend in g
th e annual conv enti o n sess ion s, as w ell as th e pasto r.
Th e opinion poll show ed th at m ost lay lea d ers surveyed
felt th at th e expe nse of att endin g th e co nventi o n k ept m o re
laymen away than did th e m eet[n g d ates or tim es.
In fa ct, Jun e w as th e runaw ay cho ice o f th e lay lea d e rs as
th e best month for th e conv enti o n, and almost tw o third s
said they would prefe r it to start on M o nd ay or Tu esd ay. T~ e
convention traditionally m eets th e second o r th1rd w ee k 1n
Jun e, Monday throu gh Thursd ay.
Almo st 43 pe rce nt sa id th ey would pi ck as eith e r first or
second choice th e third w ee k of Jun e as th e b est tim e fo r th e
conv ention . Beg innin g th e Co nvention o n Mond ay w as

se lected by 33.5 pe rce nt, o r Tu esd ay by 32.4 percent.
Th e o pinion po ll summ ari zed th e vi ew s of 173 deaco n
chairm en,. Sund ay Sc h oo l d irecto rs, Trainin g Uni o n
directo rs, and W o m e n's Mi ss io nar:r Uni o n directo rs. The
quest io nnaire was se nt fo a rand om sa m p le o~ 400 churc hes,
po llin g 100 pe rso ns in eac h of th e fo ur ca tegon es.
Alm ost 90 pe rce nt of th e lay pe rso ns surveyed sa id t hey
had neve r atte nde d an annu al sessio n o f th e SBC.
An o ve rwh elmin g 80.9 perce nt sa id th ey felt th ere
sho uld be abo ut as many laym en at th e annu al co nvent io n as
th ere are church staff m embe rs.
More th an half (55.5 perce nt) o f th ose wh o have neve r
att end ed a conve nti o n said th ey w o ul d att e nd o ne i f t heir
churches paid th e tr avel ·ex pe nse. O f th e 38.7 perce nt w ho
sa id th ey w o uld not atte nd , even if expe nses w ere paid,
about on e fo rth sa id vo ca tion al res p o nsibiliti es w o ul d n ot
permit it, and on e fifth said family res pon sibiliti es w o uld no t
allow it.
Wh en ask ed fo r th eir suggest io ns o n w ays to enco urage
m o re laym e n to atte nd th e co nvent ion , fo ur m aj o r
suggesti o ns w ere m ost o ft en pro posed : th e loca l church
sho uld pay th eir ex pe nses (1 4.5 p erce nt) : th e loca l church
sho uld st ress att end ance at th e coh venti o n (1 3.3 perce nt) ;
laym en sho uld be m ad e t o fee l th ey are need ed th ere (9.2
. perce nt); and provid e better sc hed ulin g o r m eet o n
w ee kend s (9 .2 perce nt) .
O th er findin gs of th e survey d esclo sed th at S7.8 pe rce nt
felt th e annu al co nve nti o n is " very impo rt ant, " t hat abo ut 53
perce nt foll ow ed cl ose ly acti o ns o f th e co nventi o n as
·re port ed in new s m ed ia and Bapti st state papers, th at m o re
th an half kn ew th e nam es o f th e pres id e nt and imm ed iate '
past pres id e nt of th e SBC and th e m eetin g pl ace for th e 1973
co nvention in Portl and, O re., and th at 61.3 perce nt rea d
th eir Bapti st state pape r " quit e reg ul arl y." .
·
Abo ut two -third s o f th ose surveyed we re men, and
re spo nd e nts w ere fa irly evenly divid ed in age, with abo ut 30
pe rce nt betw ee n ages 40-49 and 20 pe rce nt eac h 1n o th er
ten-yea r age b rac kets betw ee n 30 and u p.
Th e survey w as co ndu ct ed at th e requ est o f t he SBC
Exec utive Co mmittee by th e researc h se rvi ces d ep artm ent o f
th e SBC Sund ay Schoo l Boa rd here.

Baptists help produce new
TV series, two network shows
FT. WORTH (BP) Th e So uth e rn
Baptist
R a dio
and
T e l e vi sio n
Commission .h ere announ ce d pl ans for a
new televi sion se ri es d es ign ed to · show
spiritual
dimension s of C hri stian
athletes, plu s two network telecasts on
the faith of a Baptist astronaut and an 80year - old
woman
who suff e r e d
persecution
in Naz i co nce ntrati o n
camps.
Filming is to begin in March o n th e
new television seri es, "Th e Athl et es"
produced by th e Radio -TV Commi ~s ion
in coop eration with th e Fellowship of
Christi an Athl etes.
On March 18, th e ·N ation al
Bro adc as tin g C o . (NB C-TV) ~ill
broadca st an hour-lon g conv e rsa ti o n
betw ee n Apollo 15 ,astron aut Jam es B.
Irwin, Harvard Univ ersity professo r o f
archa eology G . Ern est Wri ght, and NB C
London corres pond e nt Jac k Paxt o n . Th e

prog ram will be ca rri ed fr o m 2:00 to 3:00
p .m . EST, Sund ay, M arch 18.
Th e fo llowin g Sunday, M arch 25, th e
Am e ri ca n Broa d castin g Co . (AB C-TV)
will p rese nt "A Tramp for th e Lo rd"
fea turin g th e life sto ry o f Mi ss Corri e ten
Boom, in co nversa tion with ABC
New sman Geo rge W atson . Th e prog ram
will b e ca rri ed o n th e ABC " Directi o ns"
se ri es fr o m 1 :00 to 1:30 p .m. , EST.
Both th e network programs w e re
produ ce d
by
the
n etwork s in
coo peration with th e SBC Radio-TV
Co mm iss io n here.
Chi cago Cubs infi elder Don Kess in ge r
will be th e first profes>ion al athl ete to be
featured in "Th e Athl etes, " a ser ies o f 13
film s to b e pro du ce d yea rly in
coo perati o n with th e Fell o w ship o f
C h rist ian Athl etes. Th e se ri es will b e
film ed, in co lo r, in 15 minute seg m ents,
fo r re lease ea rly in 1974.

I~

II

i

